
Dato Hamzah Sulaiman joined the Civil Service as 
a Research Analyst at the Ministry of Defence 
after graduating with a BA (Hons) in Public Policy 
and Administration from Universiti Brunei 
Darussalam (UBD) in 1991.  He received his MA in 
Political Science from the State University of New 
York at Albany in 1995.  In 1993, he joined his 
alma mater at the Department of Public Policy 
and Administration, UBD.  He headed the 
Department from 2001 until 2005 and later 
became the inaugural Head of the Institute of 
Policy Studies, UBD from 2005 onwards.  In 2007, 
he returned to the Ministry of Defence in a new 

capacity as the Director of the Sultan Haji Hassanal Bolkiah Institute of Defence and 
Strategic Studies.  Four years later, he was appointed as a Senior Special Duties Officer at 
the Ministry of Finance and in 2012 as the Director of Research and International Division, at 
the same ministry, responsible for economic research and management of Brunei 
Darussalam’s international relations with various entities such as ASEAN, ASEAN+3, APEC, 
IMF, World Bank, Islamic Development Bank and Asian Development Bank.  In 2013, he was 
appointed as Deputy Permanent Secretary (Defence Policy and Development) at the 
Ministry of Defence.  A year later, in 2014, he was appointed as Permanent Secretary 
(International, Economic Planning and Development and Finance) at the Prime Minister’s 
Office, presently known as the Economic and Finance Division, Prime Minister’s Office.  Dato 
Hamzah was appointed as Minister of Education on 30 January 2018.  For his services, he 
was bestowed with: the ‘Pingat Indah Kerja Baik’ (PIKB) in 2005; the ‘Seri Mahkota Brunei’ 
(SMB) in 2010; the ‘Pingat Jasa Kebaktian’ (PJK) in 2016; and the ‘Darjah Seri Paduka 
Mahkota Brunei Yang Amat Mulia Darjah Kedua’ (DPMB) in 2017.


