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SEAMEO is Shaping Education, Science & Culture in
Southeast Asia for the Next Decade
SEAMEO is in its final stage of implementing SEAMEO Strategic Plan 2011-2020 when the COVID-19
pandemic broke out. The education disruption during the COVID-19 pandemic provided a complete turnaround scenario for SEAMEO to gear its next ten years towards becoming a key player in the flexible learning
programmes and making technology at the centerpiece of intervention.
SEAMEO Secretariat conducted consultation workshops in early January 2020 with think tank and
development organisations, thought leaders in education, science, and culture and experts to review the SSP
2011-2020 and to determine a new roadmap that will lead to the new SEAMEO Strategic Plan 2021-2030.
The 2-day consultation workshops reviewed the strategic themes, including the development of Science and
Culture priority areas, and key indicators. Science priority areas include health literacy, psychosocial and
mental health, food security and nutrition, natural resources and environmental management and circular
economy, climate change adaptation, biodiversity and biotechnology, precision agriculture, data science

analytics, and artificial intelligence.
The Culture Agenda discussions put forward the following priority areas: creation, tradition, and innovation;
ethics and legal framework, resiliency and traditional knowledge, peace and intercultural understanding,
literacy and appreciation in the modern world, harnessing technology for heritage and culture, and heritage
science.
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8th SEAMEO-University of Tsukuba Symposium
Tackled Society 5.0
The 8th SEAMEO-The University of Tsukuba Symposium was held on 13-14 February 2020 at Tokyo Campus of
the University of Tsukuba, Japan. With the theme ‘Education for Inclusive Growth on 4 th Industrial Revolution
for Society 5.0’, the symposium aimed to provide a platform for clarifying the emerging issues in education
shaped by the fourth industrial revolution, and for sharing educational reform, challenges, and issues within
the scopes of global citizenship beyond region, education for sustainable development, human character
formation developed through school subjects, and soft skills and lifelong learning in this fast-changing
Society 5.0 driven by Industry 4.0.

http://www.criced.tsukuba.ac.jp/math/seameo/2020/

20 Papers
The symposium has been successfully convened with a total of 54 Participants who were actively engaged
during the event. The symposium managed to present one Keynote address during the opening, three
keynote speeches in a plenary session, and a total of 20 paper presentations in five plenary sessions. Thirteen
SEAMEO Centres represented by the Directors or Deputy Director shared their flagship programmes and
research findings related to the Symposium theme.
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Four Countries Joined the Digital Kids Asia-Pacific
(DKAP) Survey
SEAMEO Secretariat started the Digital Kids Asia Pacific (DKAP) project with UNESCO Bangkok and funded by
Korea Funds-in-Trust (KFIT). DKAP will conduct a comparative cross-national study to address the Asia-Pacific
region's knowledge gap in children's ICT practices, attitudes, behaviors, and competency levels within an educational context. The Digital Kids Asia-Pacific (DKAP) survey was implemented in Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malay-

sia, and the Philippines.

The study will include analysis of the associations between the personal characteristics of students gathered
from contextual questionnaires such as gender, ICT familiarity, family background, school and community
living standards, and their competencies for digital citizenship. The project would also seek to promote the
resulting evidence-based knowledge that would provide the skills of the big picture students in each

participating country. The reach of what DKAP addresses will therefore be expanded from the knowledge and
skills learned by students to the possible skills needed by future global citizens. It involves not only the
recognition of the cognitive and non-cognitive skills of students, but also a detailed analysis of how financial,
economic, cultural and educational variables are correlated with the digital skills of students. The result of the
survey will be launched early next year.
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SEAMEO Kicks Off Border School Project
The Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organization aspires to develop the peoples in the region, to
make their lives better through quality, accessible and efficient education. With this goal in mind, the
SEAMEO Council has approved the SEAMEO Border School Project this fiscal year. Due to the COVID-19
pandemic, the SEAMEO Secretariat kicked off with its initial Border School project in Thailand-Lao PDR
border, with the Sikai Vittayakom School (SVS), a Primary School in Nongkhai Province as the first school for
intervention.
After a needs’ analysis visit, SEAMEO Secretariat developed a SEAMEO Smart Library for Sikai Vittayakom
School (SVS), from 23-25 September 2020. The Sikai Vittayakom School has three teachers, six volunteers and
54 students from kindergarten to grade 6. SEAMEO Secretariat, together with the SVS community brought
K to 12 books, school supplies and set up a mini Audio-Visual room with a Smart TV loaded with accessories
to enable the teachers and the principals to have access to digital materials and video materials for their
classes.

SEAMEO Smart Library project for border areas aims to provide children from the rural areas better access to
educational materials and online resources. SEAMEO Secretariat will expand and set up more SEAMEO Smart
Library in more SEAMEO Border schools in collaboration with SEAMEO partner organizations, and Affiliate
members.
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SEAMEO, UNICEF Release the SEA-PLM 2019 Results
SEAMEO Secretariat and UNICEF officially launched the Southeast Asia Primary Learning Metrics (SEA-PLM)
2019 Results on 1 to 2 December 2020 in Carlton Hotel, Bangkok, Thailand. This event was organized in
blended mode and served as a platform to inform policy makers and practitioners on the grade 5 children’s
competencies, knowledge in reading, writing and mathematics and global citizenship education and gather
SEA-PLM policy recommendations for improving primary learning outcomes. The SEA-PLM Launch provided
recommendations on policies, practices and equity issues including the way forward. Key stakeholders were
informed on SEA-PLM 2019 results and the next round of SEA-PLM assessment. Technical experts were
invited to participate in a policy discussion on implications of SEA-PLM 2019 results and research
collaboration.
Six Southeast Asian countries including Cambodia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines and Vietnam
participated in the first round of SEA-PLM. SEA-PLM 2019 instruments have been developed with an
emphasis on the regional context and curriculum of eleven SEAMEO Member Countries.

More information available at http://seaplm.org
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SEAMEO Joined the UNESCO Global Education Coalition
for COVID-19 Response
SEAMEO joined the UNESCO Global Education Coalition (GEC), an international multi-sector alliance, at the
height of the COVID-19 pandemic in May 2020. The coalition was formed to address the immediate and unparalleled need for continuity of learning as the pandemic affected education systems around the world. In

response to school closing, the shift to remote learning and in some cases, the disruption of teaching and
learning, the GEC has brought together key educational actors. UNESCO reports that at the start of the crisis,
over 1.5 billion learners, 91 percent of the world's school population, were affected. In certain aspects, this
condition greatly exacerbates gaps in access to education opportunities.
SEAMEO with UNESCO Global Education Coalition for COVID-19 Response work closely together and made
inclusion a guiding principle of all COVID-19 responses and recognise the crucial role that teachers and
school heads play in a pandemic. The Coalition encouraged members to contribute all necessary intervention
to address learning loss and manage COVID-19 crisis together, and positively hope that the end is in sight
and a cure is just within our reach.
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REGULAR MEETING
SEAMEO Centre Directors Meeting (CDM) 2020 (Virtual)
In response to the outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic, travel restrictions, and social distancing measures, the
SEAMEO Centre Directors Meeting (CDM) 2020 was successfully held online for the first time from 15 to 16

July 2020. The 2020 CDM served not only as a platform for SEAMEO Units to share updates on SEAMEO
new policy directions and their achievements, but also to discuss how SEAMEO can expand its
developmental programmes with new partners and strengthen the existing ones. The meeting was
organised by SEAMEO Secretariat and warmly participated by the 26 SEAMEO Centre Directors/Network
Coordinator and senior officers of SEAMEO units, as well as partners.

SEAMEO Secretariat Directorates and Staffs, SEAMEO Centres Directors, and
Partners during the CDM 2020

The meeting concluded successfully by summarising the points of the discussions, and comments on the
report and proposal presented by SEAMEO Secretariat and SEAMEO Centres by Ad Referendum. Despite
the change to the online platform, the meeting was facilitated under a professional but relaxing
atmosphere. The delegates also provided insightful comments to the meetings particularly on the propose
draft of SEAMEO Strategic Plan 2021-2030. The unprecedented virtual SEAMEO CDM 2020, which ensures
the programme’s implementation and cooperation and also enhances the network and connections
among all the participants, was successfully and officially closed on 16 July 2020.
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REGULAR MEETING
SEAMEO Executive Committee Meeting 2020 (Virtual)
The SEAMEO Executive Committee (EC) Meeting was held on 21 August 2020 virtually on the timely leadership of
Malaysia as SEAMEO Council President. Datuk Yusran Shah bin Mohd Yusof, Secretary-General of the Ministry of
Education (MOE), Malaysia, led the five-country executive committee represented by Yang Mulia Dr Shamsiah Zuraini

Kanchanawati Binti Haji Tajuddin, Permanent Secretary (Core Education) of MOE, Brunei Darussalam, Dr Evy Mulyani,
Head of Bureau of Cooperation and Public Relations of MOEC Indonesia, Mr Lai Chun Han, Permanent Secretary of
MOE Singapore, and Prof Dr Pham Quang Hung, Director-General of MOET Vietnam. The SEAMEO Executive
Committee Meeting 2020 plays a crucial role in providing advice to the High Officials on the overall thrusts and efforts
of the SEAMEO Units, as well as setting directions and making recommendations on the management of the SEAMEO
Secretariat.

During the meeting, the SEAMEO Secretariat also sought the advice and recommendations of the Executive
Committee Members in reviewing the draft of SEAMEO Strategic Plan 2021-2030. The SEAMEO Executive Committee
Members provided valuable advice and directions for SEAMEO to finalize SEAMEO Strategic Plan 2021-2030 and
strengthen SEAMEO’s role as the region’s leader in education, science, and culture.
Since 2009, a total of 11 SEAMEO EC Meetings and three Special SEAMEO EC Meetings have been held. The EC
meeting selection of candidates for SEAMEO Secretariat Directorship, develop guidelines on SEAMEO Affiliate
Membership application, prepare guidelines on SEAMEO Council Conference, propose amendments to the SEAMEO
Charter, conduct consultation on financial matters, and discuss implementation of the SEAMEO initiatives. The

SEAMEO Executive Committee Meeting 2020 has been successfully conducted through productive discussions,
approval of the submitted reports and proposals, and provision of timely advice and recommendations for the
management of SEAMEO Secretariat.
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REGULAR MEETING
The 43rd SEAMEO High Officials Meting (Virtual)
The first-ever online 43rd SEAMEO High Officials Meeting (HOM) which marked the SEAMEO’s fifty-five anniversary was
successfully convened on 30 November 2020. The Meeting was attended by approximately 173 participants composed
of representative from education vice ministers, permanent secretaries, and directors-general from 10 SEAMEO
Member Countries as well as SEAMEO Associate Member Countries, Affiliate Members, Partners and SEAMEO Centres.
His Excellency Mr Nathaphol Teepsuwan, Minister of Education of Thailand opened the 43 rd SEAMEO HOM (virtual). His
statement highlighted the effects of global disruptions brought by COVID-19 and the advancement of digital
technologies towards all sectors including education. Minister Teepsuwan also pointed out that the SEAMEO’s Seven
Priority Areas should continue to be given priority with the focus on inclusive education. He expressed that the poorest
and most vulnerable members of society must be taken care of, especially when disruptions happen.

High Officials of SEAMEO Member Countries with H E Mr Nataphol Teepsuwan,
the Minister of Education, Thailand

Mr Lai Chung Han, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Education of Singapore, and Mr Jesus Lorenzo R Mateo,
Undersecretary, Department of Education, Philippines, were unanimously elected, as the Chairperson and ViceChairperson of the 43rd SEAMEO High Officials Meeting, respectively.
A total of 18 and 22 Working Papers were tabled at the In Camera and Plenary sessions, respectively, during the oneday virtual meeting. During the meeting, five countries namely Cambodia, Malaysia, Philippines,
Singapore, and
Thailand were elected as SEAMEO Executive Committee members 2021-2022. The meeting also
elected the Minister
of Education of Singapore as the upcoming SEAMEO Council President. He will serve his
presidency from FY
2021/2022 to 2022/2023.
The 43rd SEAMEO HOM (Virtual) also featured the presentations of SEAMEO Associate member countries (Australia,
Spain and the UK) and SEAMEO Affiliate members (British Council, British Columbia Council for International Education
(BCCIE), China Education Association for International Exchange (CEAIE), International Council for Open and Distance
Education (ICDE), UNESCO Bangkok, UNESCO Asia-Pacific Centre of Education for International Understanding
(APCEIU), and the University of Tsukuba Japan.
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REGULAR MEETING
The 9th Annual Forum for High Officials of Basic Education
Virtually hosted by the Ministry of Education, Myanmar, the 9th Annual Forum for High Basic Education
Officials of SEAMEO Member Countries and Associate Member Countries was organized to optimize
educational effectiveness during the COVID-19 pandemic. This unprecedented virtual annual forum served as
a platform for policy discussions and recommendations for basic education under the theme “School
Reopening and Rehabilitation Strategy for COVID-19 in Southeast Asia.”
H E Prof Dr Myo Thein Gyi, Union Minister for Education, Myanmar gave the welcome remarks as the host of
this year’s annual forum and High Officials from SEAMEO Member Countries from Brunei Darussalam,
Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Thailand, Singapore, and Vietnam,
together with representatives from Associate Member Countries, namely Australia and Spain. The participants
shared the policies and recommendations for “School Reopening and Rehabilitation Strategy for COVID-19 in
Southeast Asia” to support the Southeast Asian teachers and learners to safely and efficiently resume the
education in this dire time of the pandemic. Insightful recommendations and suggestions for school
reopening were also provided by partner organisations, namely UNICEF EAPRO and UNESCO Bangkok.

The 9th Annual Forum for High Basic Education Officials of SEAMEO Member Countries and
Associate Member Countries

The 9th Annual Forum video http://link.seameo.org/annualforum2020
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SEAMEO Convened First Ministerial Policy e-Forum on
COVID-19 Response
The SEAMEO Council President/Senior Minister of Education, Malaysia H E Dr Radzi Jidin and SEAMEO
Secretariat, together with all the Education Ministers of SEAMEO Member Countries, have successfully
conducted the SEAMEO Ministerial Policy e-Forum on COVID-19 Response last 18 June 2020. This is the first
virtual gathering of 10 Education Ministers and one Senior High Official of SEAMEO Member Countries as
they shared their best practices and their responses to schools lockdowns due to the COVID-19 Pandemic.

The Education Ministers' presentations centered on five main elements: the immediate actions they took
when education was disrupted, the alternative approaches they used to ensure that learning continued at
home, the shifting roles of teachers and parents in teaching learners, the efforts they set in place to meet the
poor and vulnerable, and the educational policies in an attempt to overcome the problems caused by the
COVID-19 pandemic that caused unprecedented school lock-downs. Best practices, lessons learned,
reflections, and constructive discoveries were also shared in this e-Forum.

SEAMEO Ministerial e-Forum http://link.seameo.org/webinar/smpef
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SEAMEO’s Response to COVID-19 Pandemic

12 Webinars

410,381 Views
SEAMEO Secretariat has launched the SEAMEO Webinar Series to provide a platform for experts, education stakeholders,
and educators to discuss the response of member countries to the COVID-19 pandemic. Specifically, the webinar series
featured international experts who gave snapshots of how SEAMEO Member Countries, Associate Member Countries,
and Affiliate Members have been addressing COVID-19 challenges thus far.
The SEAMEO Webinar Series started last 28 April 2020 with the theme of Emotional and Psychosocial Health during
COVID-19 Pandemic. This was immediately followed by another webinar on 29 April 2020 on Learning Continues:
Making Distance Learning, Open Education Resources, and Online Resources Matter during COVID-19 Education
Disruption. The webinar also tackled student mobility programmes with the theme Learning and Mobility in Lockdown:
Snapshots of COVID-19 Effects on Student Mobility and Exchange. The fourth webinar

focused on resiliency and

connectivity scheduled on 14 May 2020 with the theme Enhancing Resilience and Connectivity in the Time of COVID-19:
Snapshots of Good Practices.
All the webinars featured international experts from various international organizations and agencies, ministries of
education of member countries and SEAMEO Centres. A total of 410,381 learners mostly from Southeast Asia and all
over the world benefitted from the sharing of experts and panelists and was able to interact with the keynote speakers
and panelists by giving comments and asking questions on presentations. The SEAMEO Webinar Series is one of the
multi-pronged efforts of SEAMEO Secretariat in helping the member countries cope with the new education normal as

many countries grapple the COVID-19 challenges.

SEAMEO Webinar Series Playlist http://link.seameo.org/webinarseries
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SEA-TEACHER and SEA-TVET Network Reached Out for
Innovative Video Lecture Series
In response to the current academic lockdown due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the "SEA-Teacher-TVET
Lecture Series" was launched by the SEAMEO Secretariat, in collaboration with approximately 155
polytechnics and universities within the SEA-Teacher and SEA-TVET Network, as part of the SEAMEO Webinar
Series on COVID-19 Response.
The SEA-Teacher-TVET Lecture Series catered to TVET and university students and teachers in Southeast Asia
and beyond. The goal of the SEA-Teacher-TVET Lecture Series was to provide up-to-date information on
post-COVID-19 competency needs, offer practical skills to meet the technological changes for teacher
education, technology, business, hospitality and agriculture.
Following the programme’s launch at the beginning of July, the programme was able to attract the attention
of teachers/lecturers within the Network to submit 105 innovative lecture clips. The 40 video clips were

selected to be broadcasted via YouTube Live every Thursday in August 2020 for the SEA-Teacher-TVET
Lecture Series.

4 Lecture Series
39,513 Views
SEA-Teacher & SEA-TVET Lecture Series Playlist http://link.seameo.org/SEA-LS1
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SEAMEO Offered Free Online Learning Resources
During Pandemic
The SEAMEO Online Learning Resources (OLR) served as a rich portal for learners and educators during this
crucial period when schools are locked down. Educational resources in this platform are free to be shared and

used in schools, polytechnics, universities, vocational education institutions, and informal education settings.
The SEAMEO OLR offers global digital literacy MOOCs, open educational resources from SEAMEO Secretariat,
SEAMEO Centres, as well as partners.

SEAMEO OER Hub http://link.seameo.org/seameo-oer
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SEAMEO Marks 55th Anniversary

SEAMEO Secretariat set up a series of activities to celebrate the 55th SEAMEO Anniversary and its SEAMEO
Day last 30th of

November. The theme of

SEAMEO Day 2020 is

“Stronger Together for Quality,

Accessible, and Responsive Education.”
Some of the activities such as SEAMEO Centres Innovative Lecture Series, SEAMEO Youth in Action (SEAYA)
on COVID-19 Competition, SEAMEO Essay Competition, and SEAMEO Photo Competition were held. The
celebration activities heightened the SEAMEO’s visibility in the region, encouraged everyone get closer to
SEAMEO, and supported us in our developmental path.

More information available at http://link.seameo.org/55anniversary
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Celebrating Partnership in this Extraordinary Times
Words cannot adequately express our gratitude for your tireless support to SEAMEO’s programmes and
activities during this difficult and challenging times. Thank you for the contribution and sharing to our
educators and students in Southeast Asia. SEAMEO hopes that our partnership will continue for years to

come!
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