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Reaffirming SEAMEO’s Commitment to Student Exchange and Mobility

Introduction
Since October 2014, the Southeast Asian
Ministers of Education Organization (SEAMEO),
through the SEAMEO Council, has been
focusing on seven priority areas to improve
the quality of education in Southeast Asia.
Throughout the years, the SEAMEO Secretariat
has been spearheading efforts for two priority
areas—revitalising teacher education and
promoting technical and vocational education
and training (TVET).
To fulfill this mandate, the SEAMEO Secretariat
thus embarked on two projects—“Pre-Service
Student Teacher Exchange in Southeast Asia
(SEA-Teacher)” and “SEAMEO Polytechnic
Network (SEA-TVET)” in 2016. SEA-Teacher
aims to enhance the global competitiveness of
pre-service teacher students through practice
teaching workshops. SEA-TVET, on the other
hand, hopes to provide overseas internship
opportunities to diploma and higher-diploma
TVET students through bilateral student
exchange programmes. Both projects last for
30 days and involve two participating institutions
from member countries (i.e., Indonesia,
Myanmar, the Philippines, Thailand, and
Vietnam) at one time.
As of early 2020, more than 3,000 learners have
participated in SEA-Teacher. Meanwhile, over
255 teacher training institutions joined SEATeacher and SEA-TVET. Due to the ensuing
COVID-19 pandemic, however, the SEAMEO
Secretariat suspended all academic exchange
and mobility programmes in a bid to help
participating countries stem the spread of the
disease in February 2020.
The SEAMEO Secretariat remains committed to
continue providing support to member countries
post-COVID-19, however. To that end, it sought
to obtain its partner universities and institutions’
readiness to continue their participation when
SEA-Teacher and SEA-TVET resume operations.
The SEAMEO Secretariat would like to share

the results and findings of the SEAMEO Survey
on Student Exchange and Mobility Programmes
through this brief.

Respondents and Methodology
The SEAMEO Survey on Student Exchange and
Mobility Programmes was administered online in
early April 2020. A total of 160 of the SEAMEO
Secretariat’s partner universities and institutions
provided invaluable feedback, 93 of whom were
part of SEA-TVET and 67 of SEA-Teacher.

SEA-TVET
93

SEA-Teacher
67

The survey aims to provide the SEAMEO
Secretariat with useful insights on the shortand long-term issues that partner universities
and institutions are facing amidst the global
pandemic and the challenges they foresee postCOVID-19.

Factors to Consider for
Continuing Participation in the
SEAMEO Student Exchange and
Mobility Programmes
Amidst the closure of educational institutions
in several countries throughout the region in
national governments’ bid to stem the spread of
the coronavirus, the survey respondents were
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asked to reflect on the situation. They were
particularly requested to foresee challenges that
may adversely affect their decision to continue
participating in SEAMEO’s student exchange
and mobility programmes.
Foremost on the respondents’ minds were
issues related to ongoing quarantine measures
and international travel restrictions, especially
in countries severely affected by COVID-19.
These led them to cite challenges that include
immigration formalities, quarantine protocols,
additional health insurance requirements, and
medical certification reflecting one’s fitness to
travel.
SEA-Teacher
Immigration formalities

social-distancing measures continue to be
implemented
•

Instigating policy changes and incorporating
precautionary measures into existing
protocols for the programmes postCOVID-19

•

Providing partner universities and institutions
with updates, especially after the quarantine
period, to discuss the current situation and
future plans

•

Making the SEA-TVET student exchange
period more flexible in light of changes made
to academic terms

SEA-TVET

41

Yes

No

Unsure

68

Quarantine protocols

62

79

Additional health insurance

48

64

Medical certificates

52

74

SEA-Teacher

SEA-TVET

28%

34%

23%

17%

49%

49%

Willingness to Continue
Conclusion
Participating in the SEAMEO
The results of the SEAMEO Survey on Student
Student Exchange and Mobility Exchange and Mobility Programmes revealed
that:
Programmes
When asked to indicate their views on
continued participation in SEA-Teacher and
SEA-TVET amidst the crisis, most of the
respondents expressed uncertainty. Some
cited recommendations in light of the ensuing
pandemic that include:
•

•

Postponing the implementation of the
programmes until after COVID-19 is
eradicated or a vaccine is developed
Turning SEA-Teacher and SEA-TVET into
online programmes as quarantine and

•

The current quarantine protocols are of great
concern to SEAMEO’s partner universities
and institutions. The respondents primarily
worried about the safe conduct and health
of SEA-TVET participants in particular.
The mandatory quarantine procedures for
international visitors would also greatly affect
the SEA-TVET students upon their arrival in
their receiving universities’ countries.

•

Much like the uncertainty that surrounds
national policies during and after the
pandemic, the respondents still have to
consider several factors before they can
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decide whether or not to proceed with
their participation. They have yet to make
more conclusive decisions after a thorough
consideration of changes to immigration
rules and regulations post-COVID-19.
•

Overall, the respondents were concerned
about the health and safety of the students
of both the receiving and sending universities
and institutions. As such, a majority
recommended that the programmes’
implementation be postponed to at least
2021. But because they are all committed
to the said programmes, they are willing to
explore online alternatives for now.

Recommendations
The COVID-19 pandemic seemingly halted life
as we know it not only in Southeast Asia but
throughout the world. As a third of the global
population was placed under strict community
quarantine and called on to adhere to rigid
social-distancing regulations, mass gatherings
and international travel, including attending
school were prohibited.
In a bid, meanwhile, to curtail the effects of
the closures, institutions that could continue
providing educational services to students did
so via remote means, typically over the Internet.
The same is true, it seems, for organisations
that implement student exchange and mobility
programmes such as SEAMEO.
But while recommendations to pursue online
alternatives seem sound, several universities

and institutions and participating students
may not be equipped for distance learning. It
does not help either that remote areas remain
under-served when it comes to Internet access
provision. In fact, among Southeast Asian
countries, only Singapore does not suffer from
obstacles to Internet access.
Apart from lack of Internet access, participants
also lacked devices to carry out learning on.
Concerns regarding the technological readiness
of the participating universities and institutions
and their instructors’ ability to provide distance
learning need to be addressed as well.
Instructors and students would do well to have
the capability to immediately shift towards
online learning methods in case of emergencies.
They can solicit the help of open universities for
training and guidance on the creation of learning
resources. To date, there are 12 Southeast
Asian institutions that belong to the Asian
Association of Open Universities (AAOU)1 that
they can tap.
And should COVID-19 finally be obliterated,
universities, institutions, and organisations
that implement student exchange and mobility
programmes need to be better prepared to take
on a similar challenge.
In the future, means to protect the health and
safety of participants, whether receivers or
senders, should be put in place. International
travelers should be provided health insurance,
apart from being deemed fit to travel (i.e., nondisease carriers).
1

http://aaou.upou.edu.ph/full-members/
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