2021 SEAMEO-Japan ESD Award
Theme: Securing Educational Opportunities in COVID-19 Crisis

SUBMISSION FORM

●

To participate in the 2021 SEAMEO-Japan ESD Award, please submit the information of your school’s
project/programme on “Securing Educational Opportunities in COVID-19 Crisis” by using this template
of Submission Form before 15 August 2021.

●

The digital format of this Submission Form can be requested by sending an email to:
seameojapan.award@seameo.org

●

The guidelines for submission of entries and the judging criteria are detailed in page 7-8 of this
document.

●

How to Submit the Entry: Schools can submit the completed “Submission Form of 2021 SEAMEO-Japan
ESD Award” and a “video clip of 3-5 minutes” together with maximum of 3 supporting
documents/materials (optional) to the SEAMEO Secretariat’s email: seameojapan.award@seameo.org

●

Important Note: to align with the ESD practices and to save the environment and energy, the
Committee WILL NOT accept the entry in hard/printed copies.

●

More information, please visit: link.seameo.org/2021SEAMEOJapanESDAward or contact the SEAMEO
Secretariat’s email: seameojapan.award@seameo.org or Tel. +66-2391-0144.

PART I: DETAILS OF YOUR SCHOOL
1. Name of your school: St. Joseph’s Academy of Las PInas, Inc. (Or St. Joseph’s Academy)
2. Full address: Padre Diego Cera Ave., Barangay Daniel Fajardo, Las Pinas City
3. Postcode: 1740

4.

Country: Philippines

5. School’s telephone number (country code+city code+telephone number): +63 2 9190648752
6. School’s Email Address: inquiries@josephians.edu.ph. mellissa.espiritu@josephians.edu.ph
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7. Name of the Head Master/Principal/School Director:
Rev. Fr. Fidel G. Fabile- School Director
Ms. Mellissa R. Espiritu- School Principal
8. Name of the Teacher Coordinator: Mellissa R. Espiritu
9. Email address of the Coordinator: mellissa.espiritu@josephians.edu.ph
10. School website (if available): www.josephians.edu.ph
11. Educational level (Such as Kindergarten 1 to Grade/Year 9): Pre-K to 12
12. Total number of teachers in your school: 75
13. Approximately number of teachers participated in this programme: All teachers
14. Total number of students in your school: 1,420
15. Approximate number of students participated in this programme: All students

PART II: INFORMATION ABOUT THE SCHOOL’S PROGRAMME
The information of part II from no.1 to 13 should be no longer than five (5) pages long of A4 in total. The
information should be written in Times New Roman/Calibri font, font size 11.
1. Title of the school’s initiative
Quarterly Thematic Integrated Performance Tasks (QTIPT)
2. Summary of the initiative (a half page of A4)
Online Distance Learning as a modality that replaced face-to-face learning thus far has been proven
quite effective for St. Joseph’s Academy, in spite of inevitable challenges such as poor connectivity,
dwindling student engagement, and increased workload for teachers, parents, and students. During the
COVID 19 crisis year, the school community had to swiftly switch to ODL, or what we coined as MODL
(Modified Online Distance Learning) as we tweaked the approach to suit the requirements of our
learners, effectively securing continuity of quality education in the midst of the global health crisis.
But not everything in the regular classroom can be replicated in the online classroom, foremost of which
is the administration of the quarterly summative test. While Google Forms within the school's secure
Google Education environment have already been used in short-form and assessments, i.e. quizzes,
there is no guarantee that long-form, hour-long tests can be administered just as effectively using
Google Forms or any other synchronous means. The Philippine Department of Education eventually
issued a directive to use performance-based assessments, and St. Joseph’s Academy took this a notch
higher by introducing the Quarterly Thematic Integrated Performance Tasks, or the QTIPTs.
The Quarterly Thematic Integrated Performance Task is just like any performance task that students
have done before, but the main differences are:
1. It revolves around a Theme. This is a broad concept or a statement that students can easily
understand because it is relevant to them and is a natural offshoot of their lessons. The thematic
Page 2 of 14

anchor is selected by faculty teams and the focus is on the school’s vision, mission, core values,
and issues socio-cultural relevance to the school community.

2. It is Integrated. Each subject teacher integrates his/her subject’s lesson within the quarter with
the theme. Two or more teachers assign the same performance task to students, but they use
subject/skills-appropriate rubrics to assess the outputs.
3. It is a Performance Task in the context of ODL. It will vary in execution, but the outputs are
doable within a feasible time frame, using readily available materials and resources at home,
and tech-enabled by Google Suite (Google Apps for Education) which includes Docs, Slides,
Sheets, Forms, and Sites, as well as third party apps, i.e. Jamboard, Padlet, Quizziz, Canva,
Mentimeter, and Prezi, to name a few. Pre-K to 6th grade pupils are encouraged to work with
their families at home for certain tasks that require assistance and collaboration. For 7th to 12th
grade, students are encouraged to work independently but also conduct research that requires
communication with family, members of the community, and contacts from other regions and
countries. Throughout the year, a variety of excellent outputs were produced by the students-vlogs, demos, research, narratives, websites, songs, artworks, etc.--uploaded to the Google
Classroom and preserved in the Google Drive for viewing.
Additionally, the QTIPT has the following advantages over the synchronous summative test or periodical
exam:
1. It will be done during both synchronous and asynchronous time of each subject area. Alloted
time for each subject task: 7-10 days.
2. This is the best time for explicitly meeting the DepEd requirement of HORIZONTAL ALIGNMENT
OF ALL SUBJECTS’ CURRICULUM MAPS.
3. This is a concrete implementation of TRANSFER OF LEARNING. Mastery of discrete subject
matter is at the lower tier of true learning. But transferring concepts and skills learned to other
areas, especially ones that are relevant to the students’ situation, is a higher order thinking skill.
4. QTIPT outputs are multi-dimensional. Unlike one-shot summative tests, the experience of doing
these tasks, which is captured in photographs or video recording, is a testament to the students’
use of the 5Cs-Catholic Core, Communication, Creativity, Critical Thinking, and Collaboration.
5. QTIPT outputs form part of a digital portfolio that the teachers, students, and parents can review
any time in order to monitor student progress and continuously celebrate achievements and
milestones.

3. Objectives/goals of the school’s initiative
The school’s QTIPT initiative aims to:
1. Ensure equitable and reliable assessment of learning across disciplines for all students.*
2. Provide opportunities for students to develop communication, creativity, collaboration, and
critical thinking
3. Encourage family and community participation in the learning experiences of students
*Unreliable connectivity & Low-performing Devices: Once connection lags in either the student’s or
the teacher/proctor’s location, test integrity and validity is already compromised. It also adds tremendous
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stress for the proctor and test-taker if an ongoing timed test is rendered inaccessible. It gives unfair
advantage to students who have high-end connectivity and the recommended devices for studying and
test-taking, i.e. laptops vs. smartphones
*Student’s Diverse Home Conditions: An environment conducive to testing is difficult to achieve in
one’s home, especially tests that last for hours. Many distractions at home can affect students’ ability and
confidence to answer exams, and this will negatively impact test scores.
*No Assurance of Independent and Honest Testing: Though students have already signed their
Pledge of Honesty and are expected to abide by it, teachers and proctors will never be certain that every
student did not rely on external sources to answer exams.

4. Period of the time when the initiative was/has been started
QTIPTS started in school year 2020-2021 and will continue in the next school years in both fully online
and blended settings.
5. Activities (strategies/activities of implementation, and brief information of each activity)
1. Christian Living is the subject that directly expresses SJA’s CATHOLIC CORE, the first of the
5Cs. CL is the CORE OF THE SJA CURRICULUM. Thus, the CL subject’s themes and concepts
will inspire all subject teachers to create PETAs to culminate each quarter.
2. Each grade level will meet to brainstorm on the nature and extent of their integration with the CL
theme. Use the QTIPT Summary Matrix containing the subject, the PETA description, instructions
to students (see template). No need for a separate weekly module, but subject teachers will give
more specifics, including rubrics, in the Classwork of their respective GClasses.
3. Subject teachers are highly encouraged to find common threads and linkages between parts of
their own lesson and the Christian Living theme and use this to develop their PETA and rubrics.
4. The full QTIPT of each subject teacher will still be checked and monitored by the Subject Area
Coordinator before it is posted to GClass. The QTIPT summary matrix will be submitted directly
to the Principal not later than October 16.
5. For one school week, both synchronous and asynchronous periods will be used not for formal
lessons, but for live consultations, brainstorming, and ongoing work on their QTIPT.
6. Points awarded for the QTIPT could be increased to match typical points allotted for periodical
exams. This will depend on the level of difficulty of the QTIPT.
7. Grade for the QTIPT will be encoded as part of the Performance Task component.
8. At the end of the school year, students submitted e-potfolios (via Google Slides or Google Sites)
of all their QTIPTs accompanied by self-reflections on their best work, their most challenging
work, and their realizations and takeaways from a year of working on their projects.

6. Teaching and learning approaches/strategies that the school has integrated for this school initiative
1. HORIZONTAL ALIGNMENT of curriculum goals, content, skills, and activities: Teachers
designed their grade level QTIPTS with the theme in mind, but also in connection with the content
and objectives of other subject areas.
2. TRANSFER OF LEARNING: Mastery of discrete subject matter is at the lower tier of true
learning. But transferring concepts and skills learned to other areas, especially ones that are
relevant to the students’ situation, is a higher order thinking skill.
3. SCAFFOLDING: For pre-K to Grade 6, teachers and parents scaffolded pupils’ work at the start
of the year, and gradually stepped back to let them work more independently.
4. CONSTRUCTIVISM: Students create their QTIPTS on the premise that they have ample
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background knowledge and experience on the content and objectives of their different subjects.
They add their personal understanding and perceptions to the task, and the result is an engaging
reflection of the students’ ability to absorb connections between what they learned and what they
can do with that learning.

7. Participation of community and parents in the school initiative
Parent and community participation in QTIPTS across the grade levels varies according to
developmentally appropriate practices in technology use, consent from parents and guardians,
availability of resources, and adherence to health and safety protocols involving students aged 18 and
below. Pre-K to 6th grade pupils are encouraged to work with their families at home for certain tasks
that require assistance and collaboration. For 7th to 12th grade, students are encouraged to work
independently but also conduct research that requires communication with family, members of the
community, and contacts from other regions and countries. Due to the pandemic, all of these were
conducted online via email, chat messenger, shared Google files (sheets, slides, docs) and
videoconferencing. Capstone projects and research work done by Senior High Schoolers, for instance,
necessitated data collection from the broader community, i.e. barangays (barrios and towns),
community health workers, engineers, etc.

8. Monitoring and evaluation mechanisms
As the primary form of assessment for 4 quarters, the QTIPTS provided a multi-dimensional picture of
the students’ progress and depth of understanding of multiple layers of content and learning objectives.
1. After the overarching theme is agreed upon by the faculty team leaders in consultation with the
principal, grade level teams unpack the theme so it weaves into the subject content and learning
objectives.
2. In the grade level teams, teachers form sub-teams where they agree to have a single QTIPT that
straddles appropriate content and meets specific learning objectives. They each set rubrics for
their segment of the QTIPT. In one such collaboration, 7th Graders’ QTIPT was an e-Zine
featuring a local cultural icon, the Bamboo Organ of Las Pinas. Students made write-ups (Filipino
and Social Studies), used Canva for graphic design and layout (ICT), and dedicated a page to
dimensions of stalls within a given space for the event (Math).
3. Subject Area Heads monitored the content of the QTIPTS while an over-all QTIPT Coordinator
monitored the grade level integrations and alignment with the theme.
4. Teachers use both synchronous and asynchronous periods to monitor student progress, i.e. in
Grade School QTIPTs, Art teachers check the progress of ongoing designs while English teachers
monitor the writing requirement for the same output.
5. The QTIPT fulfills the DepEd requirement for Performance Task, which is 50% of the total grade.
The QTIPT is given different weights per subject depending on the complexity of the task and its
overall contribution to the entire collection of Performance Tasks.
6. In evaluating the program, the principal sent Google Form surveys to parents, called “Parent
Pulse”, which informed the faculty team about the best practices and challenges of the QTIPT
program. The principal shared the QTIPT program and the results of the evaluation during the
National Commission on Basic Education Conference in December 2020.

9. Effectiveness of the school initiative to learners, teachers, families, and community
Learners not only developed their 5Cs, they also demonstrated grit, resilience, and perseverance which
are essential intellectual virtues leading to success in life. Students learned for the sake of learning itself,
and not for any extrinsic rewards. They hurdled the challenges of the pandemic by being mindful,
resourceful, and honest while seeking support from guardians, teachers and peers when necessary.
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Teachers have become better designers of performance tasks and thus they can better monitor and
evaluate their students’ progress and have a wider lens of their overall performance. They have learned
how to think out of the confines of their subject areas and how to integrate content and objectives
across the curriculum. Teachers have become more cognizant of their local and global environment,
weaving these observations into their performance task designs with the shared goal of allowing
learners to facilitate their own integrated understanding of diverse concepts.
Families have suffered tremendously during the pandemic: parents have lost jobs or are forced to work
from home. The latter was turned into a benefit as they were given the space and time to explore
learning activities together. For the QTIPTS in particular, parents and older siblings were allowed to
participate in the younger learners’ tasks, i.e. family zumba exercises, family meal preparation, photo
and video shoots, etc. They learned to be resourceful and resilient throughout the process.
The local community of Las Pinas, where the school and most learners’ families reside, participated in
meaningful activities and conversations that allowed learners especially in the upper grades to practice
data gathering and analysis. Select students participated in collaborative global videoconferences on
climate change, straddling Global Goals 12, 13, 14, 15. Student outputs went beyond QTIPTS as they
presented their findings to a global audience along with students from 30 other countries as part of the
youth sector participation to the Conference of Parties 25 (COP25).

10. Plan for future
School management and the faculty team have decided to adopt the QTIPTS well into SY 2022-2023,
with both fully online and blended learning modalities in mind. This opens up bigger opportunities for
the SDGs to become the thematic anchor of future QTIPTS.
There are also plans for making QTIPT planning collaborative in nature, involving the learners themselves
as they will be given opportunities to propose processes and output formats, and for levelling up the
e-portfolios into interactive digital galleries.

11. Interrelationship of the school’s programme with other Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) (Please
refer to page 2 in the Information Note or https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/sdgs)
School management and the faculty team have decided to adopt the QTIPTS well into SY 2022-2023,
with both fully online and blended learning modalities in mind. This opens up bigger opportunities for
the SDGs to become the thematic anchor of future QTIPTS. In fact, in 2019, the SDGs were already the
thematic anchor of the school’s professional development programs as teachers simulated performance
task designs with a particular SDG tying together lessons across the curriculum. This happened
pre-pandemic, and it eventually saw iterations in the high school level QTIPTS, more specifically in Senior
High School where the thematic anchor chosen by the teachers is Laudato Si, Pope Francis’ published
teachings on climate action, responsible production and consumption, education, urban planning, etc.,
covering many of the SDGs.

12. Link(s) to the information of school’s initiative in social medias such as facebook, website, youtube
This Is How We MODLed: https://youtu.be/uXgqTyn0KU4
QTIPT facebook advisory:
https://www.facebook.com/sjalpofficial/photos/a.116454685676402/668098723845326
QTIPT Tips for students: https://www.facebook.com/sjalpofficial/photos/678120162843182
QTIPT schedule: https://www.facebook.com/sjalpofficial/photos/673919353263263
NBEC Conference on Parent Engagement (featuring the QTIPTs) :
https://www.facebook.com/veritas.mellissa/posts/10224851697538881
Student QTIPT: https://www.facebook.com/veritas.mellissa/posts/10225171829741986
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Sustainability in Action Talk for Grade 12 (Preparatory QTIPT collab between Earth Science and English
subjects): https://youtu.be/NZY7z3lehDo
International Youth Collaboration on Climate Change-SJA advocacy video:
https://youtu.be/dmojL_9V3P0
International Youth Collaboration on Climate Change-Global Launch:
https://youtu.be/OFFQi6euHKo

13. (Optional) List of supporting documents such as a copy of the school operational plan or school
management plan, action plan, learning/teaching materials, lesson plans, samples of student
worksheet, manuals, etc.
If the supporting documents are in the local language, please provide a brief description in English
language.
Maximum of three (3) supporting documents can be submitted with this submission form.
Document 1 (SJA QTIPT Summary-1st Quarter)
Document 2 (SJA Principal’s Presentation of QTIPT to NCBE)
Document 3 (Quarterly Thematic Integrated Performance Tasks Concept Paper-Acad Council)(
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14. Photos related to the activity/programme (Maximum of five (5) photos with captions in English)
Photo1

After an orientation on the Sustainable Development Goals by our Social Studies Coordinator, our pre-K
to 12 teachers were grouped into 5 of the SDGs and they proceeded to create collaborative performance
tasks and presented this in an interactive museum format. This exercise was in preparation for designing
performance tasks for students with one or more of the SDGs as thematic anchor. When the pandemic
forced the school to go on lockdown, the performance tasks evolved into Quarterly Thematic Integrated
Performance Tasks (QTIPTs) and the process was all done remotely and the outputs submitted in digital
format.
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Photo 2

This 4th grader made use of available materials from her parents’ business to create her QTIPT for Science,
Math, and Art. The underlying theme of the task is reusing, repurposing, and recycling. Students used a
variety of materials--bottle caps, Lego blocks, straws, scrap paper and others to develop this QTIPT. Parents
were encouraged to assist their children with materials and equipment that may be too difficult to handle.
Photo 3

This is one of the video slides submitted by a 7th grader made with Canva. The QTIPT is for the subjects
Christian Living, English, and Art. The overarching theme is the Story of Creation , and students were asked
to think of something they want to learn and the 7-step process they undergo to learn that skill. Students
asked their family members to take videos of them as they work on the 7-step process. The videos were
then uploaded to the Google Classrooms of the 3 integrating subjects.
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Photo 4

St.Joseph’s Academy has been a Global Lead School for the #Decarbonize #Decolonize project since 2018.
The project, spearheaded by the Centre for Global Education based in Alberta, Canada,brings together
youth from across the world to discuss climate action (SDG 13). In 2018, a teacher and student delegate
from SJA travelled to Katowice, Poland for COP23 to join their international peers in writing a position
paper on climate action to be presented at the youth panel of the conference. This is the culmination of 4
months of virtual conferences celebrating unique cultures and common ideas on how the youth can put the
climate action agenda front and center in global planning and decision-making. The pandemic made it
impossible for global delegates to travel this year. Instead, SJA involved more students in the process,
making it the Senior High School QTIPT for selected students who worked with their peers online to finish
the series of tasks leading to the “writers’ retreat” which was also conducted virtually. 6 teacher mentors
guided the students in this endeavor. The thematic anchor for the Philippine delegates was “Living Laudato
Si” which implemented the principles on environmental protection and responsible production and
consumption by showcasing its ongoing projects like the edible garden on campus and the care of rescued
cats through the Cat Condominium on campus.
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Photo 5

This is a slide from a Nursery pupil’s e-portfolio. The teachers provided the slide templates, and all the kids
had to do was choose what he thinks is his best work and most challenging work. Parents were encouraged
to help their kids decide. Preschool (Toddler, Nursery Kinder) classes are self-contained, having only one
teacher for all subjects. Through integrating content and objectives in their regular class encounter, and
eventually their QTIPTS, preschool teachers are able to develop pupils’ perception of connectedness and
relationships. Their themes are also much simpler versions of the overarching themes of grade school and
high school and the activities are meant for parents and family members to share in the learning
experience of their children.
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