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Dr MELINDA DELA PEÑA BANDALARIA is full professor at the University of the 

Philippines Open University (UPOU) and has been its Chancellor since 2016.  

Her other current appointments include being Ambassador for Open Educational 

Resources (OERs) (2021-2024) and member of the Executive Board (2022-

2025) of the International Coun-cil for Open and Distance Education (ICDE), and 

Governing Board Member of the SEAMEO Regional Open Learning Centre for 

the period 2022-2025.  She also served as the President of the Asian Association 

of Open Universities (AAOU) in 2017-2019. She has been involved in teaching, 

developing course packages, and doing research on Open, Flexible, and 

Distance eLearning (OFDeL) for more than 25 years.  Her research interests 

include Universal Design for Learning (UDL) in an OFDeL setting. 


