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Assession of United Kingdom as the Associate Member Country of SEAMEO

19 March 2013, Daewoo Hotel - The SEAMEO Council has approved the accession of United Kingdom as an Associate Member Countries of the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organization (SEAMEO) at the 47th SEAMEO Council Conference, Hanoi, Vietnam. The proclamation was signed by the H E Pehin Abu Bakar Apong, President of the Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organization Council and Minister of Education, Brunei Darussalam. 

The signing was witnessed by the Ministers of Education, Vice Ministers and High Officials of the 11 SEAMEO Member Countries, namely Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Timor-Leste, and Vietnam and the High Officials from the SEAMEO Associate Member Countries and Affiliate Members.  
Due to the current priorities of United Kingdom in education to enhance educational, research and innovation links between United Kingdom and Southeast Asian countries, by capitalising on the strength of existing educational links, the Government of United Kingdom has expressed the priority collaboration with Southeast Asia in the areas of  capacity building in vocational and technical education, English Language Education, mobility and exchanges of higher education educators, professors/ researchers and students, development of world-class learning and research capabilities, and technology transfer in Science education and innovation. 

Since 1973, Associate Membership of SEAMEO has opened to any country which is willing to promote cooperation among Southeast Asian nations through education, science and culture. SEAMEO Associate Member Countries have provided a great financial and technical contributions and expertise to the development of education, science and culture of the Southeast Asian countries through the mandate of 21 SEAMEO Regional Centres. 

Prior to the assession of the United Kingdom, the Associate Member Countries of SEAMEO comprises Australia, Canada, France, Germany, Netherlands, New Zealand and Spain .  
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For more information, please contact:

Piyapa Su-angavatin, SEAMEO Secretariat
Email: piyapa@seameo.org
Website:  www.seameo.org
Link to the information and photos of the 47th SEAMEO Council Conference: http://www.seameo.org/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=472:47th-seamec-for-media&catid=153&Itemid=592 

and 

http://www.seamec47.com
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