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PRESS RELEASE

Vietnam hosts 47th SEAMEO Council Conference 
The Socialist Republic of Vietnam, through its Ministry of Education and Training, will host the largest gathering of education ministers in Southeast Asia at the 47th SEAMEO Council Conference from 19 to 21 March 2013 at the Daewoo Hotel, Hanoi, Vietnam which will be attended by more than 200 participants from 18 countries – comprising education ministers, high-level government education officials, and representatives from international organizations – from the eleven SEAMEO Member States, Associate Members, Affiliate Members, Regional Centres and development partners.

His Excellency Mr Truong Tan Sang, President of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam is expected to address the delegations and preside over the Opening Ceremony as the Guest of Honor on 20 March 2013.

The summit of the education ministers and high-level education officials aims to foster stronger cooperation on education among Southeast Asian countries and beyond.  High on the agenda of the 47th SEAMEO Council Conference are discussions on accelerating Education for All and the post-2015 development and education agenda in Southeast Asia. An important highlight of the conference is a policy forum on the theme “Lifelong Learning: Vision and Policy” which is espoused by Vietnam as the host country.

The 47th SEAMEO Council Conference will also mark the accession of United Kingdom as Associate Member to SEAMEO, as well as the launch of the SEAMEO flagship project called “SEAMEO College” which introduces a platform for high-level discussions on forward-looking issues and concerns that will help prepare Southeast Asia for the challenges of the future, and support the ASEAN community.  The SEAMEO Council Conference will also witness the signing of the legal documents of the SEAMEO Centre on Lifelong Learning (SEAMEO CELLL), a new SEAMEO centre established under the auspices of the Government of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam.

The SEAMEO Council, SEAMEO’s governing body, is composed of the 11 ministers of education of the SEAMEO Member Countries.  SEAMEO is an international and regional intergovernmental organization whose members are Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao Peoples Democratic Republic, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, Timor-Leste and Vietnam. It has 21 Specialist Regional Centres in Southeast Asia.

SEAMEO collaborates with global and international organizations like UNESCO, UNICEF, Asian Development Bank, ASEAN and others in the execution of its mandate which is the promotion of cooperation in education, science and culture.  It is also supported by its Associate Member Countries: Australia, Canada, France, Germany, New Zealand and Spain. The International Council for Open and Distance Education, Tsukuba University, Japan and the British Council are Affiliate Members. The headquarters of SEAMEO is located in Bangkok, Thailand. 
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