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Abstract

This study examines the role of language in reducing poverty
from the face of our planet. Since language is the medium of
human communication and growth, intellectually and socially, it
should form the basis of any discussion involving the relation
between development and education. In order to respond to
societal changes and bridge the gap between the less privileged
and the more privileged, language policies are sensitive to this
pivotal role. Language is important in any discussion of poverty
reduction because it determines who has access to educational,
political and economic resources. Language takes account of the
society and so allows learners to participate freely in all affairs of
life, make use of their indigenous knowledge, and enhance their
self-esteem and identity.



A Quote

Speak that I may see thee!
Just visualize the philosophy hidden in
this statement. It is language only that
can best expose the human personality
and character.



What is Language?

Language may refer either to the specifically
human capacity for acquiring and using complex
systems of communication, or to a specific
instance of such a system of complex
communication. The scientific study of language
in any of its senses is called linguistics.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Communication
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linguistics


What is Language?

The approximately 3000-6000 languages that are spoken
by humans today are the most salient examples, but
natural languages can also be based on visual rather than
auditive stimuli, for example in sign languages and written
language. Codes and other kinds of artificially constructed
communication systems such as those used for computer
programming can also be called languages. A language in
this sense is a system of signs for encoding and decoding
information. The English word derives from Latin lingua,
"language, tongue", this metaphoric relation between
language and the tongue exists in many languages and
testifies to the historical prominence of spoken languages.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Natural_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sign_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Written_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Written_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Code
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constructed_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Constructed_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Programming_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Programming_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/System
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sign_%28linguistics%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Encoding
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Decoding
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Information
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latin


What is Language?
The human language faculty is thought to be
fundamentally different and of much higher
complexity from those of other species. Human
language is highly complex in that based in a set of
rules relating symbols to their meanings it can
form an infinite number of possible utterances
from a finite number of elements. The word
language can also be used to describe the set of
rules that makes this possible, or the set of
utterances that can be produced from those rules.



What is Language?

Languages evolve and diversify over time and the history of their
evolution can be reconstructed by comparing modern languages
and determining which traits their ancestral languages must have
had for the later stages to have occurred. A group of languages that
descend from a common ancestor are known as a language family -
the languages that are most spoken in the world today belong to the
Indo-European family which includes languages such as English,
Spanish, Russian and Hindi, the Sino-Tibetan languages which
include Mandarin Chinese, Cantonese and many others, Semitic
languages which include Arabic and the Bantu languages which
include Swahili and hundreds of other languages spoken throughout
Africa.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Language_change
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Historical_linguistics
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Language_family
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indo-European_languages
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/English_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Spanish_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hindi_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sino-Tibetan_languages
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mandarin_Chinese
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cantonese
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Semitic_languages
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Semitic_languages
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Arabic_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bantu_languages
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Swahili_language
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Africa


Poverty and its Victims                 

Poverty means what happens when people do not have
enough money to live comfortably or to take part in
community or family activities, such as working or going to
parent-teacher interviews. Working does not necessarily
mean people are not poor – some people make low wages;
others have very high expenses.
Poverty levels can be affected by many things. For example,
they can be affected by:
How easy it is to get a job and how much available jobs pay
How big a family is and how much education the parents
may have, and
What kinds of government programs are in place to help
people who are poor and who is eligible for these programs.



Poverty and its Victims

Who usually ends up being poor?

Certain people are more likely to be in long-term
poverty than others, in particular:
families with single mothers
single older people (aged 55-64)
persons with disabilities
aboriginal people and
recent immigrants.



Poverty and its Victims                

People can be in more than one of these groups. For
example, a person can be both a single mother and
have a disability. When this happens, a person has an
even greater risk of being poor. Women in these
groups are especially likely to be poor. Women tend
to be poor for longer periods of time and be poorer.
People who are poor, particularly women and
children, are more likely to be in violent or abusive
situations. Children who are raised in poverty do not
have the chance to grow and develop to their full
potential. As well, these children are often more likely
to be poor as adults.



Poverty & its Victims

Poverty affects all types of people. However, some
people are more likely to live in poverty than others.
People who are between 55-64 years of age are the
most likely of all age groups to live in poverty. In
Newfoundland and Labrador, about 15.5 percent of
children and 2.1 percent of seniors aged 65 and over are
poor. Newfoundland and Labrador has the third
highest rate of child poverty and the lowest rate of
seniors in poverty than any of the other provinces in
Canada.



Poverty and its Victims

Poverty has stuck many people across the
world. Many people have died because of the
lack of food, clothing, and money. Poverty has
raised the rate of crime due to the lack of
essential items they need for survival. It also
has caused hunger across the world. To
accomplish all this, there is direly needed a
proper communication which depends on
language.



Developed Nations

Language is the attribute of human beings only and surprisingly is
the progress also for human beings only. Growth is possible
without language but advancement and progress is never.
Advanced are the nations who sustain their languages. Living
examples are GCC, UK, Australia, China, Japan, France,
Germany, USA, and a lot more. The Greeks are still the icons of
knowledge and learning. It is so because they sustained their
language. Today, English has become the most widely used
language of the world. This progress has made the English
speaking nations the rulers of the universe, undoubtedly. Internet
has made life easier, faster and safer. Here, again the role of
English Language plays a vital part.



Developed Nations

Philosophers and historians do unanimously agree that the
nations who forget their languages and cultures are
obliterated from the face of the earth. Most of the poor
countries are lagging behind in the race of progress of
science and technology. An in-depth study reveals the fact
that these nations neither ever bothered nor bother to
learn the language of the developed nations. The reasons
behind this are many: social bias, religious barrier and a lot
more.



EU Languages Strategy 

The European Commission presented a new
EU languages strategy on 18
September, emphasising the importance of
language skills in addressing challenges as
diverse as globalisation and increased mobility
and immigration.
The Commission communication will be
launched soon.



EU Languages Strategy

Entitled 'Multilingualism: an asset for Europe and a
shared commitment,' it will stress the importance of
language skills in helping to improve the Union's
social cohesion and prosperity in the context of
strategy for Growth and Jobs. Moreover, given that
2008 was designated European Year of Intercultural
Dialogue, it will highlight the role of languages in
removing barriers to interaction between cultures.



EU Languages Strategy

Speaking at a public debate on
multilingualism policy on 10 September, the
EU commissioner responsible for the dossier,
Leonard Orban, described the upcoming
communication as a "comprehensive package"
to promote the "social cohesion and
prosperity" of the bloc.



EU Languages Strategy

But as yet, it remains unclear whether any extra
resources will be made available to implement the
Commission's proposals. Indeed,
education remains a national competence, leading
some to question the effectiveness of measures
taken at EU level. Abram de Swaan, a professor of
social sciences at the University of Amsterdam,
told the public debate that much more than "high-
fluting noble words" would be required to realise
the commissioner's goals.



EU Languages Strategy

According to Orban, the strategy will encourage
EU citizens to learn two foreign languages in
addition to their mother tongue, in accordance
with the goal endorsed by leaders at their
Barcelona meeting in 2002. It suggests that
learning a second, personal adoptive' foreign
language alongside one acquired for professional
reasons could be one way of achieving this.



Languages for employability

In France, Education Minister Xavier Darcos recently unveiled
plans to offer free English lessons to students during school
holidays, describing failure to speak the language fluently as a
handicap in today's world (EurActiv 04/09/08).
Language learning is a lifelong process, the communication
stresses, calling on vocational and adult education to do more to
promote it. It also says more effort should be made to offer a
wider variety of languages, and calls for more teacher exchanges
to take place to enhance their own fluency. It will also highlight
the potential to better exploit EU languages abroad and non-EU
languages within the bloc itself.

http://www.euractiv.com/en/culture/france-offer-free-english-lessons/article-175079


EU Multilingualism Commission

Describing language diversity as "a source of
wealth" for Europe, EU Multilingualism
Commissioner Leonard Orban told a public
hearing on 10 September that "languages are the
most effective tool to promote intercultural
dialogue". Outlining the case for language
learning, he warned that mutual
incomprehension can act as "a barrier to
exchange between cultures" and "lead to
misunderstanding".



EU Multilingualism Commission

Explaining the reasoning behind the 'personal adoptive
language' concept, Sandra Pralong, a member of the
High Level Group of Intellectuals on Multilingualism,
outlined her vision of "a patchwork of bilateral relations
stitching Europe together," whereby pockets of citizens in
each country would learn different languages until all the
bloc's tongues are covered, eliminating the need for a
common third one such as English or French.



EU Multilingualism Commission

“Languages are a huge issue, going beyond Brussels village talk of
translation expenses" to encroach upon issues of integration and
identity. Thus the multilingualism debate "will always remain
emotional," he says, as languages are "impossible to disentangle
from history and culture".
Emeritus Research Professor for Social Sciences Abram de Swaan
of the University of Amsterdam is critical of the EU's tendency to
promote "noble aims" that are difficult to achieve in practice.
Moreover, the bloc's language diversity makes it difficult to create a
common European public space, he said. "The more languages we
encourage, the more English will prevail," he claimed, due to what
he termed "the interference of reality".



EU Multilingualism Commission

Instead, two or three cross-border languages should be
employed in the EU rather than all 23, argues de Swaan.
But all politicians should have the right to speak their own
language and all the bloc's tongues should be spoken
publicly by top EU officials to raise awareness of Europe's
linguistic diversity, he argues. Back in July, European
business leaders released a report warning that EU
industry is at risk of losing competitiveness as other
countries start outperforming the bloc in terms of
language skills (EurActiv 14/07/08).

http://www.euractiv.com/en/culture/report-eu-losing-business-due-lack-language-skills/article-174208


EU Multilingualism Commission

Their report complements an earlier one from the High Level
Group on Multilingualism chaired by Lebanese author Amin
Maalouf, which urged EU citizens to learn a second, 'personal
adoptive' foreign language alongside one acquired for
professional reasons (EurActiv 31/01/08).
Economists, according to Leanne Hinton, define people as
"bilingual" only if their second language results in an increase
in earnings greater than the cost of learning that language.

http://www.euractiv.com/en/culture/eu-promote-language-learning-leisure/article-169978


Opportunities 2000

Opportunities 2000 is a project of the Community
Opportunities Development Association (CODA) in
Waterloo Region (now known as Lutherwood CODA).
The organization worked over the last few years in the last
decade of the last century with various community
partners to develop initiatives that enhanced employability
and reduced poverty. The goal was to move 2,000
households out of poverty by the year 2000. The Caledon
Institute contributed to the learning, dissemination and
evaluation components of the project. OP2000 was
funded by the Atkinson Charitable Foundation, the Royal
Bank and the J.W. McConnell Family Foundation.



Language Policy by Tollefson
Tollefson (1991: 16) writes that ‘‘language policy is one mechanism
for locating language within a social structure so that language
determines who has access to education, political power, as well as
economic resources.’’ In multilingual settings the dominant group
often uses language policy as a mechanism to establish hegemony in
language use, in order to impose and spread its chosen language(s).
The education of minority and less-privileged groups is organized
the way it is precisely because such groups often lack the power and
the voice to decide for themselves. In the context of primary,
secondary, university, and adult education, subtractive bilingualism
is often practiced. Subtractive bilingualism, according to Mesthrie
(2000: 334) occurs where the first language of the learner is
removed from his or her educational environment. This may
accompany a language shift in a community, from a primary
language to another, more ‘prestigious’ language.



Cornell Conference on Language and 
Poverty 

Hinton, a linguist from the University of California-
Berkeley, was one of many scholars discussing the
confluence of culture and economy at the Cornell
Conference on Language and Poverty, held in Clark and
Goldwin Smith halls and in the Biotechnology Building
Oct. 14 to 16. Economics and language are highly relevant
in today's world, she noted. "Languages defined as
economically irrelevant will join the ranks of those already
extinct," Hinton said, introducing a refrain that would
echo throughout the conference. "It is the approach to
language as economic capital that induces the trend
toward mono-lingualism."



A UNESCO Report 

A UNESCO report (as cited in Fishman 1968) on the use of
vernacular languages states that a mother tongue is a person’s
natural means of self-expression, and that a critical need is to
develop one’s power of self-expression to the full. The report
goes on to argue that adult illiterates should make their first steps
into literacy in their mother tongue, moving on to a second
language if and when they desire and are able to do so. To
eradicate poverty, programs must target those underprivileged
communities that have difficulty accessing educational and
economic resources. This can be achieved by offering some
programs in minority languages, as well as by having an adequate
and varied supply of reading material in the same. Including
minority languages in the education



A UNESCO Report

The Role of Language in Adult Education system
reduces poverty because it removes language barriers
and enables more people to benefit from available
education and information networks. Language is an
embodiment of a community’s knowledge, wisdom, and
experience: its exclusion results in their loss.

With the acceptance of English as the dominant
international language, scholars fear that our collective
cultures will be edited and summarized according to
criteria of relevance by the wealthy, dominant cultures.



Cornell English Professor Satya 
Mohanty 

"When we speak of minority languages, the
notion of minority is not a numerical concept,
but a power concept," Cornell English Professor
Satya Mohanty reminded the group. "In the past,
economic frailty has proven effective in
protecting cultures from assimilation. The entry
of a culture into the global market, however,
usually signals both economic empowerment
and cultural deference.



Cornell English Professor Satya 
Mohanty

Said John Whitman, Cornell professor of linguistics,
"Linguists and economists confront two competing
positive values -- national development and minority
language preservation." Whitman and his colleagues
hope to position these values in such a way that they no
longer compete, but complement one another instead.
Whitman, who also is director of the East Asia
Program, organized the conference with Cornell
linguistics Professors Wayne Harbert, Sally McConnell-
Ginet and Amanda Miller.



Cornell English Professor Satya 
Mohanty

Some speakers noted that the economic
assumptions about the link between poverty and
minority languages have become self-fulfilling
prophecies. During Saturday's workshop,
University of Oxford Professor Suzanne Romaine
argued that "poverty does not exist independent of
the discourses that address it."



USA-Language & Poverty

Within the United States, poverty and language
have an equally problematic relationship, said
Hinton. Native American tribes recognized by the
government can apply for financial support. But
"tribes trying to accrue benefits from their
language heritage approach language as a
commodity to be hoarded," leading some tribal
councils to ban non-tribal members from studying
their languages.



Language in Education

Unfortunately, in many countries in this region, the true
panorama of languages found in a nation’s population is rarely
reflected in their education systems, and large numbers of
learners are confronted with either a foreign medium of
instruction or a language that is different from their mother
tongue. This may be further exacerbated in the case of certain
groups who are already in situations of educational risk or
stress, such as illiterates, minorities and refugees. It is an
obvious yet not generally recognized truism that learning in a
language that is not one’s own provides a double set of
challenges: not only of learning a new language but also of
learning new knowledge contained in that language.



Language in Education

Forcing children, or adults, to attend schools that use
a language they neither speak nor understand hinders
rather than helps them to develop their potential as
productive members of society. When lessons
constantly focus on the world outside their
community and ignore all that they know and have
experienced, the not-so-hidden message is that their
own language, culture and experiences have no value.
This is how schooling causes children to lose respect
for their community, their parents and themselves.



Four Ideals 

Both the Swaziland Institute of Mass Communication and
Information Society-Southern Africa believe in four ideals,
namely:
1 That through education, collaboration and dissemination
of information based on professional and ethical
communication standards it is possible to develop a strong
information society to facilitate community development and
individual empowerment.
2 That training and other projects conducted at the
grassroots level emphasizing well-needed local concept of
individual learning and community participation are the key.
This model has been shown to achieve individual skills,
involvement, and, ultimately, personal and community
empowerment.



Four Ideals

3 That the concept of grassroots, hands-on, learning and
production should be explored by other organizations
due to the nature of individual and local population
developmental stages.

4 That basic literacy and critical thinking skills are needed
in conjunction with language skills, particularly for
youth. Incorporating social issues into language training
uniquely delivers a training tract based on “real world”
problems, personal expression, and actual media
productions while exploring possible solutions.



Revolutions in Information and 
Communications Technologies 

I am a very strong believer that revolutions in information and
communications technologies offer unique opportunities to Africa
to reverse the chronic human indignity of economic malaise,
environmental degeneration, appalling health standards and many
other ills. Proper management of language will engender a stable
milieu on the African continent within which economic
emancipation – reduction of poverty- and retention of dignity in the
eyes of the world as well as self-actualization of self and community
can take place. This can only take place when widespread of
knowledge accessed through linkage to global knowledge banks can
help us in our region and countries to build knowledge levels and
human resource capacities needed to improve our lot through the
kind of management that will efficiently utilize and manage natural
environments productively at the same time engaging in income-
generating activities.



Suggestions 
There are numerous ways in which LANGUGAE can be
used to reduce poverty but l will confine this paper to
those that as a behavioural change scientist and social
market lam comfortable with:
Through using it to target African communities global
knowledge need to be converged and decoded to
integrated indigenous African knowledge, into modern
knowledge leading to human capacity, enhancement, rural
poverty alleviation and environmental rejuvenation for
peaceful coexistence in human-human and human-
environmental system sustainability.



Suggestions

Inclusion of indigenous institutions of African
knowledge and modern formats
80% of our population groups live in rural areas,
therefore LANGUGAE knowledge should be
designed to deal with issues in those areas. For
example, financial institutions should be
cognizant of the indigenous social capital systems
of the indigents in design of rural banks.



Suggestions

Educational systems linkages should supplement rural
classroom lessons.
Agricultural systems should provide better information
and tracking down of disease epidemics
There should be better information on market conditions
and market prices More importantly there should be
better provision of communication tools for indigenous
social capital groups organized for farm productivity



Suggestions

It is important is to get the right mix of options so that
poverty will be reduced. Getting the right mix means we
have to look at poverty from many different points of
view. Having only one solution, such as raising minimum
wage or increasing Income Support, will not be enough to
reduce poverty in our province.
There is the dire need to improve the literacy rate of the
humanity and this end can never be reached at unless or
until we struggle whole-heartedly to realize the humanity
the importance of language in all walks of human life.



Ibn Khaldun 
Ibn Khaldun states in his Muqaddima that

language is a science auxiliary to the acquisition of
what he calls knowledge per se. This is one of the
facts of life that we know but fail to live by.
Language is a soft skill that can only be useful if
one possesses other ‘real’ skills. It is a ‘real’ skill for
only a small number of people such as language
teachers and translators. For the rest language
should be an additive skill.



Ibn Khaldun
However, when people in some countries cannot even
get a job interview if they do not speak English, then
one has to ask oneself what went wrong with the
system. If English as a foreign language is imposed on
people in non-English-speaking countries, language
becomes more of a ‘real’ skill. Then one can come
across people whose ‘real’ skills are below the standard,
but who nonetheless get hired because they possess the
imposed soft skill i.e. English.



Specific Language Impairment 

A 3-year longitudinal study of the language performance of children
from poverty was designed to address the problem of separating
children with a specific language impairment (SLI) from low-
scoring normal children in the borderline area on the continuum of
language performance where normal ends and abnormal begins.
Two approaches to definition were compared: an experimental
approach (using story-retelling, rote-memory ability, and invented-
morpheme learning) and a traditional approach (using standardized-
test discrepancy scores). Children's scores on the experimental and
standardized tests of language performance and nonverbal
intelligence were profiled over the 3 years of the study, and patterns
of change in many instances reveal the lifting of the early influences
of poverty.



Financial Times 
“Poverty in early childhood poisons the brain.” That was

the opening of an article in Saturday’s Financial Times,
summarizing research presented last week at the American
Association for the Advancement of Science. As the
article explained, neuroscientists have found that “many
children growing up in very poor families with low social
status experience unhealthy levels of stress hormones,
which impair their neural development.” The effect is to
impair language development and memory — and hence
the ability to escape poverty — for the rest of the child’s
life.



Financial Times
So now we have another, even more compelling
reason to be ashamed about America’s record of
failing to fight poverty. L. B. J. declared his
“War on Poverty” 44 years ago. Contrary to
cynical legend, there actually was a large
reduction in poverty over the next few years,
especially among children, who saw their
poverty rate fall from 23 percent in 1963 to 14
percent in 1969.



Poverty in USA
In 2006, 17.4 percent of children in America lived below

the poverty line, substantially more than in 1969. And
even this measure probably understates the true depth of
many children’s misery.

Living in or near poverty has always been a form of
exile, of being cut off from the larger society. But the
distance between the poor and the rest of us is much
greater than it was 40 years ago, because most American
incomes have risen in real terms while the official poverty
line has not. To be poor in America today, even more
than in the past, is to be an outcast in your own country.
And that, the neuroscientists tell us, is what poisons a
child’s brain.



Europe vs. USA
Poverty rates are much lower in most European

countries than in the United States, mainly because of
government language programs that help the poor and
unlucky.

And governments that set their minds to it can reduce
poverty. In Britain, the Labour government that came into
office in 1997 made reducing poverty a priority — and
despite some setbacks, its program of income subsidies
and other aid has achieved a great deal. Child poverty, in
particular, has been cut in half by the measure that
corresponds most closely to the U.S. definition.



Richard Turner
Appearing as a witness before the Canterbury diocese probate court
in 1624, Richard Turner, an octogenarian husbandman, was asked for
an estimate of his net moveable wealth. He replied that he was ‘just
Leane Bacon’ and worth nothing.1 Turner was responding to a
question routinely asked of deponents in the English church courts
between the mid sixteenth and late seventeenth centuries that
enquired about their worth in goods, taking into account all
outstanding debts. While his self-assessment as ‘lean bacon’ was a
colourful departure from the more formulaic responses often elicited
by this question, Turner was not unusual in describing himself as
being worth nothing.
There were several variants of this type of response, with numerous
witnesses simply stating that they were worth nothing, or nothing
besides the most basic necessities. Another standard phrase was ‘little
or nothing’. Others declared they were ‘little worth’, while some
admitted to ‘not much’, ‘no great matter’ or ‘only a little’.



Richard Turner
In a Yorkshire variant, some deponents declared
themselves ‘worth small’. More unusually a few witnesses
also chose explicitly to describe themselves — or, in the
case of married women, their husbands — as ‘poor’. In
particularly antagonistic cases, witnesses could be asked to
evaluate each other's worth or standing as well as their
own, often as part of aggressive discrediting strategies, to
which assessments the concept of poverty was also often
central.



Language & Self-Respect

Such responses provide a rare insight into the language of self-
description adopted by men and women of limited means, of whom
there were growing ranks in early modern England. The need of
language learning in poverty reduction becomes more evident and
acknowledged when we find a non-native speaker facing some
financial problem in a county whose language is an unresolved-
enigma for him. If one knows how to communicate oneself in a
society where the language is strange to him, one will never be in
hot waters. A learned poor is thousand times better an illiterate
businessman. It goes without saying that some people are born with
a silver spoon but the man who is poor can change his fate if he
learns knowledge. The base of every learning is language.



Language Shapes Life
Language is not only the primary medium of social control and
power, it plays a growing number of roles in modern politics, news
broadcasting, and advertising. It is also a reflection of its speakers’
identity and economic and social standing. In fact, language is itself
a tool or passport; it is important in any discussion of poverty
reduction because language determines who has access to power
and economic resources. Stutnabb-Kangas (1988: 14) argues that
for one, to ‘‘have a fair share of the power and the resources in
one’s country one needs to be able to take part in the democratic
processes of the country. They need to have a linguistic proficiency
that will enable them to negotiate, influence, and to have a voice’’.
The main instrument for that is language.



Mesthrie (2000) and Stutnabb-Kangas (1981) 

Similarly, Mesthrie (2000) and Stutnabb-Kangas (1981)
both argue that in every society there is useful
information its members need to know, and skills they
need to acquire, in order to meet their responsibilities.
Education refers to the teaching and learning activities
through which members of a society gain access to such
information and skills. In a democratic country such as
Botswana, the education system should give every
individual, regardless of linguistic background, the same
chance to participate in the democratic process. The
principal way to effect this in multilingual societies is
additive bilingual education.



Fong (1995) 
Fong (1995) points out that adult-education programs have failed to
solve socio-economic problems or to bolster the status of vulnerable
groups. This is because the recipients of extension services generally
remain uninvolved and passive, caught as they are in a one-way flow
of information from researchers and government. The top-down
approach that is currently practiced neglects community
participation, and minimizes extension education’s contribution to
development in rural Botswana. Participants remain uninvolved
because the government and researchers ignore their wisdom; this
wisdom is embodied in their local languages, which are not used in
research, print media, and education. Participants remain passive
because they cannot use their languages to contribute to decision-
making, nor influence those who have power. Their languages,
experience, and knowledge are downplayed by emerging policies,
research, and technologies.



Botswana 
To be sure, the language policies of individual countries are also
affected and influenced heavily by global economic and political
trends. For example, there is no doubt that English is a global
language through which international markets, scientific
information, and so on are accessed. Botswana, a small country
heavily dependent on these international markets, has a
responsibility to offer the English language in its schools so that its
citizens can communicate and trade with the outside world.
Competence in English is a pre-requisite for participation in the
international political and economic system, and so the majority of
citizens of Botswana who are not competent in English remain
excluded from such networks, and the disadvantaged suffer the
greatest marginalization.



English as A High-Status Language 

English as a high-status language is used to exclude
speakers of low-status languages, and here once again we
find non-English speaking African communities being
marginalized, and at a clear disadvantage relative to the
English-speaking and economically powerful groups.
English is offered as a compulsory subject and medium of
instruction throughout secondary and higher education,
and dominates the education system. Two problems
result: First, the vast majority of people are left out and
only the elite is advantaged; second, the majority of
learners derive little benefit from schooling in terms of
language or content.



Local Languages 

Local languages, which are usually of lower status, are
given little recognition in the educational system;
consequently, the knowledge learners in these languages
are ignored. In most parts of the world, formal education
is the preserve of the elite. As initiatives to bridge the gap
between poor and rich, formal and non-formal education
can help people cope with political, economic, and social
change. Adult-education programs can respond to
language-driven conflicts and inequalities by making
provisions for those groups of people who are under-
represented.



Language in Foreign Lands

The importance of language in poverty reduction is quite
evident from a general example.
When any foreigner in a strange land feels it unavoidable
to seek any sort of help from the natives, he/she can
never do so unless or until, he/she speaks their language
or vice versa.
History speaks volumes for the nations that ruled over a
larger part of the planet. One of the major source of their
success has been recorded Language. It is only and only
language that becomes the source of imparting knowledge
to the coming generations. I personally believe that a
learned poor is thousand times better an illiterate rich.



A Request

Let’s join hands together and aim at eradicating poverty
through the sharp-edged axe of language and learning.
I never believe that poverty is a divine curse; rather it
shoots from the unfair distribution of basic human
rights namely: Education, Food & Shelter.
247 persons in the world own three fourth of the total
human assets. I do request them to promote language
and learning. Thus, we can make Heaven of our earth.
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