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Carol Benson has worked in educational development since the 1980s, 

when she was a volunteer teacher trainer with the United States Peace Corps in 

Sierra Leone. She holds a Ph.D in Social Sciences and Comparative Education 

from the University of California, Los Angeles and currently works in teacher 

professional development at Stockholm University.  She is also a consultant in 

mother tongue-based multilingual education in the Americas, Europe and 

Africa, including Guinea-Bissau, Mozambique, South Africa and 

Ethiopia.  Recently she has been working in Vietnam with the Ministry of 

Education and Training and UNICEF to design and pilot bilingual schooling in 

three minority languages and Vietnamese. She is also actively engaged in 

research relating to mother tongue-based schooling, the influence of language 

competence on learning across the curriculum and the ways that mother tongue 

education might facilitate girls’ education. 

 

 

 


