Dear Conference Participant,

In a few days you will be traveling to Thailand for the International Conference on Language Development, Language Revitalization and Multilingual Education in Ethnolinguistic Communities (1-3 July 2008) in Bangkok, Thailand.

Please read the message below for your information:

The venue:

· The conference and its sessions will happen at

THE TWIN TOWERS HOTEL (4th floor),

Rong Muang, Patumwan, Bangkok 10330 Thailand

(Please see the map of the hotel as attached or refer to the hotel website: http://www.thetwintowershotel.com
Please note that internet service will be availble at the Business Cener on the Lobby floor. However, equipment rental and broadband internet access facilities are also available. You can buy Wirecard to use with your own laptop at the rate of 300 Baht for 1 hour.

Registration:

· To avoid overwhelmed of registrations on the first of July, we recommend you to do the PRE-REGISTRATION at the venue at 17.30 - 20.00 hrs. on Monday, 30thJune.

· The registration on Tuesday, 1st June will start from 7.30 - 8.30 hrs.

· Please do not forget to bring with you the proof of your payments especially the original bank receipt of the remittance. We will not be able to give you the receipt unless you show us the proof of your payment.

· In case you need to pay on-arrival, ONLY THAI BAHT will be accepted and we will calculate the currency rate at the date of your registration. However, please kindly note that we have limited materials prepared! If you have not registered but appear on spot with strong intention to participate in this conference, you will surely get a copy of the conference program but we may not be able to give you the full set of materials especially the conference bags!

· Also for the participants who were contacted by Dr.Pattama for the request to pay for the shortfall, please kindly pay us in “Thai Baht”.

· For the participants who receive the SCHOLARSHIP from the conference committee, please kindly register at the “Scholarship desk” and please note that WE WILL REIMBURSE YOU IN THAI BAHT DURING THE TEABREAK AFTER THE FIRST PLENARY PANEL.

Exhibition

· The Conference Partners and participants will exhibit materials such as photographs, literacy and education materials and handicrafts relating to theprogrammes in the conference exhibition area.

· Set up exhibits beginning on the 30th June (at 16.30 hrs.) and also on the 1st July 2008 (at 7.00 hours). Please note that exhibits are to be dismantled immediately after lunch session of the 3rd July.

Presentation
· Please kindly see the attached file of the conference tentative program and keep the exact date, time and room of your presentation in your memory.

· We will provide a laptop and LCD projector for you. Please bring your handy drive/thumb drive or CD contatining your presentation file to the IT person at your session at least 10 minutes before the session starts in order to avoid wasting time on downloading it in the presentation time.

· Please note that if you have a presentation in IPA symbols, there will not be any problems as we will install the program of SIL Doulos Symbols in our laptops. However, if your presentation is in different symbols, please ensure to bring the program CD of your symbol/font in order to intall it in our laptop EARLY before your parallell session starts.

· If you would like to disseminate your paper to other participants, please prepare the copies of your paper by yourself. You can also use the photocopy service of the hotel BUT PLEASE AWARE that they WILL charge you more.

Certificates

We provide two types of Certificate for the presenters and the participants.

· The PRESENTER, please come to the registration desk after the session of your presentation to receive the certificate of presentation.

· The PARTICIPANT, please come to receive your certificate at the registration desk on the 2nd June during the morning teabreak or lunch.

Reception

You are invited to the RECEPTION DINNER at the same place to the plenary room at 18.30 hrs. on the 1st July, 2008. You will enjoy international food and classical performances.

Travelling from the aritport to the hotel

Please go to the conference website

http://www.seameo.org/_ld2008/travel_bangkok.html and download and print the travel information including directions to the conference site and other important travel information. 

After you arrive in Bangkok
First, before going outside to get a taxi to the hotel, make sure that you have some Thai currency with you. The exchange rates at the airport are probably as good as anywhere in town so it would probably be good to get at least 1000 baht at the airport. The current rate is about 30-32 Thai baht = US$1but you can check for yourself at http://www.xe.com/ucc/. Ask for 100 baht and 20 baht notes (for the taxi, toll ways, etc.) when you make the exchange.

Taxi drivers will not accept currency from other countries. There is no fixed rate for taxis from the airport. All taxis have meters--insist that the driver use the meter.

The fare to the Twin Towers Hotel from the airport should be around Baht 300-400, plus airport surcharge and toll way costs, and will take approximately 30-45 minutes depending on the time of the day. Note: Taxi drivers in Bangkok do not give receipts. If you need a receipt, you will have to write the charges on the taxi ticket given to you at the taxi desk.

Confernce Coordinators’ phone numbers
IMPORTANT: Keep the cell phone numbers of the Conference Coordinators. If the taxi driver has trouble finding your hotel, use your (or the driver’s) cell phone to call them for help.

Ms. Sunida, Coordinator of Mahidol University

Tel: +668 1858 8456 (Or 08 1858 8456 for calling in Thailand)

Ms Piyapa, Coordinator of SEAMEO

Tel: +668 6978 4831 (Or 08 6978 4831 for calling in Thailand)

SPECIAL NOTE for the participants who will stay at MUANGPHOL MANSION, 
A-ONE INN or RENO HOTEL, please print out the PDF file of the Thai Scripts of these accommodation address in order to show it to the TAXI DRIVER when you travel from the ariport. All of the three accommodations are in the same street.
VERY LOOKING FORWARD TO SEEING YOU IN THAILAND!

Regards,

The Conference-Cordinator from Mahidol University
