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PART I: PARTICIPANT’S INFORMATION 
 
Title (Mr, Ms, Mrs, Dr, Prof)   Dr. Ms. 
Full name   Nelia P. Salazar 
Current Position   Consultant 
Current Organization   Research Institute for Tropical Medicine, Department of Health 
Address   Filinvest Corporate City, Alabang, Muntinlupa City. Metro Manila 
Country   Philippines 
Duration of your experience with 
SEAMEO (Approximately)   

From (month/year) to (month/year)   
April 1990 to December 2000 

SEAMEO Regional Centre (s) that 
you have/had affiliated with 

SEAMEO TROPMED Network 

Type of activities   Deputy Coordinator 
 
PART II: ESSAY “My Memory of SEAMEO” 
 
 
My first memorable experience in SEAMEO was learning to say “Anusawaree Chaisamolapom” in case 
one gets lost in the maze of Krungthep’s busy streets and “Sawasdee Kha” WITH THE PROPER 
GESTURE, TONE and ACCENT, MIND YOU.  Then, I soon learned to savor the daily fare of “Kaw Man 
Gai” and “Tom Yam Khung” at a nearby klong.  In time, my universe became filled with people of all 
callings in search of quality of life through EDUCATION. Under the stewardship of the Secretariat 
(SEAMES) at Darakarn Building in Sukhumvit we tackled the concerns of member countries which led to 
the formation of centres of excellence in the region. No stones were left unturned insofar as fulfilling the 
objectives of the United Nations Millennium Development Goals.  
 
Life became a series of Centre Directors Meetings, High Officials Meetings, and SEAMEC Conferences 
where the best minds converged. After the serious deliberations at these meetings, there was time to 
appreciate each other’s cultural heritage – Ramayana and Hanuman, Angkor Wat in Seam Reap, 
Borobodur in Jogjakarta (including Madame Suharti’s famous fried chicken), Golden Triangle in Chiang 
Rai, Water Puppet show in Hanoi, and the Great Wall in China, among many such wonders of the world. 
Through SEAMEO I learned that Gender Analysis is not about “x” and  “y” chromosomes during my first 
training workshop in Singapore.  After  the SEAMEO-Canada strategic planning workshop in Toronto we 
went to the opening night of “Phantom of the Opera”.   Institutional linkage under AusAID brought me to 
Brisbane and the Gold Coast and later during that week, to see the koala bears (actually hugged one for a 
fee).    
 
We feasted on every country’s cuisine (including Padang dishes), danced and sang on fellowhip nights, 
listened to the late Secretary Gloria’s rendition of Usahay, with the splendor of sunset at Manila Bay, 
enraptured by Dr. Duangtip’s La Vie En Rose. SEAMEO was a way to manifest the universality of the 



human spirit, taking pride in one’s uniqueness while being Asian, and leaving a legacy to the future 
generations.   
 
SEAMEO TROPMED (Tropical Medicine and Public Health Network) in which I was to serve as Deputy 
Coordinator for nine wonderful years was established in 1967, the brainchild of eight founding members 
who believed that cooperation among Asians was vital to the prosperity and stability of the region. 
Foremost among them was Professor Chamlong Harinasuta, a pioneering visionary, a man with 
extraordinary qualities as a doctor and academic, my mentor and “boss” then. What started as eight 
TROPMED National Centres in Cambodia, Indonesia, Lao PDR, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand and Vietnam evolved into regional centres with respective areas of specialization and host 
institutions and became official in 1993 at the 28th SEAMEO Council Conference in Singapore. Professor 
Chamlong was designated Secretary-General/Coordinator of SEAMEO TROPMED with offices at the 
Faculty of Tropical Medicine, Mahidol University at Rajvithi Road in Bangkok. Thus, I thank God for 
SEAMEO. 
 

  


