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PART I: PARTICIPANT’S INFORMATION 
 
Title (Mr, Ms, Mrs, Dr, Prof)   Mrs. 
Full name   Maria Margaretta (Retty) Hakim 
Current Position   Public Relation and Multimedia specialist 
Current Organization   Saint John’s Catholic School 
Address   Jl. Kencana Loka Raya no 8 BSD – Serpong 15310 
Country   Indonesia 
Duration of your experience with 
SEAMEO (Approximately)   

April 1997 

SEAMEO Regional Centre (s) that 
you have/had affiliated with 

SEAMEO RELC Singapore 

Type of activities   Short course 
 
PART II: ESSAY “My Memory of SEAMEO” 
 

 Enriching Memories of SEAMEO 
 
On August 2014, a group of German teachers came to Saint John’s Catholic School, a private school where 
I am working now. They joined a program from the Southeast Asian Ministries of Education Organization 
(SEAMEO) Regional Centre for Quality Improvement of Teachers and Education Personnel (QITEP). 
They were laughing together, seemed so closed after sharing a week together. It reminded me of my own 
experience with SEAMEO Regional Language Centre (RELC) in Singapore seventeen years ago. It was a 
memorable and inspiring moment that enriched my teaching knowledge. 
 
In April 1997, I had the opportunity to attend a “Course on Communication and Teaching in French as a 
Foreign Language, Artist Words: Creation, Dialogue, and Pedagogy “ at SEAMEO RELC in Singapore.  It 
was a course for French teachers from all the ASEAN countries. I had spent years in the Course Superior 
at the CCF (Centre Culturel Français). It seemed that my teacher in CCF saw my ability to teach. He was 
probably hoping that I will continue my step into teaching.  I joined five other Indonesian teachers and met 
some teachers from the Phillippines, Thailand, Malaysia, Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Vietnam, etc.  
It was an inspiring moment, which opened my eyes that teaching language is more than just teaching the 
grammatical rules. It can be fun, using the projects and presentation as the communicative media of  
learning. Learning a language through the eyes of an artist made me aware of how important to develop the 
 air of fun in the classroom to get the attention of all the participants to work together as a team, and to use 

 



the language to communicate between them. I saw the same inspiring spirit flamed in the German teachers 
who visited my school. 
 
Studying with Jacob Gautel, the artist, in the classroom and outside the classroom; gave me another point 
of view on the process of teaching and learning. I remember there was a session where we made posters 
out of used magazines, and there was another session where we went out and took outdoor photos. Then, 
we made our final presentation on the glass wall. It was something new for us at that time. The course gave 
us insight on how to engage students in conversations and team working.  
 
The course also gave us multinational friends. We can share our experiences and enriching each others. 
The German teachers’ visit was reminding me of my own friendship with a friend from the Phillipines, 
Yolie De Las Alas, which was started from our meeting in Singapore. 
 
Attending the course was an inspiring moment, yet I had another memorable token from the RELC 
International Hotel, where we spent our days in the course. One of the room attendants who served our 
rooms was an Indonesian boy. He was taking his internship to finalize his study in a Hospitality and 
Tourism Academy. He tried to give his best service, saying that our presence gave him a warm feeling as if 
he was visited by his own family. It was his first time being out of his country.  I wonder where his path of 
career took him afterward. 
 
My own path was really colourful. Working as an architect was seen more promising than being a teacher, 
so I didn't continue my path into teaching. Yet, after having children - especially after having my twins – I 
came back to teaching. Not teaching French, but English instead. I took other teachers’ training to enrich 
me, but the session from SEAMEO RELC is always a part that enriched my teaching. 
 

 
PART III: ADDITIONAL PHOTOS (OPTIONAL)    
 
Attached Photo #1 

 
Preparing one of the tasks 

 
 



Attached Photo #2 

 
Together with Yolie De Las Alas, a teacher from the Philippines, in front of our hotel 

 

 
Our final presentation at the Alliance Française, projected to the interior wall, 

reflected through the exterior glass wall. 


	 Enriching Memories of SEAMEO

