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PART I: PARTICIPANT’S INFORMATION 
 
Title (Mr, Ms, Mrs, Dr, Prof)   Dr. 
Full name   Editha C. Cedicol 
Current Position   Professor 
Current Organization   Nagoya University Satellite Campus-Cambodia 
Address   Royal University of Agriculture, Phnom Penh 
Country   Cambodia 
Duration of your experience with 
SEAMEO (Approximately)   

From (month/year) to (month/year)   
1 April 1986 to 31 December 2013 and  February-May 2014 

SEAMEO Regional Centre (s) that 
you have/had affiliated with 

SEAMEO SEARCA (Southeast Asian Regional Center for 
Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture) 

Type of activities   Graduate Scholarship Program; capacity building; institutional 
development 

 
PART II: ESSAY “My Memory of SEAMEO” 
 
 
I had a very colorful professional life at one of the best centers of excellence of SEAMEO: the Southeast 
Asian Regional Center for Graduate Study and Research in Agriculture (SEARCA). For how could I forget 
almost 28 long years of challenges, and victories in this institution that I loved so dearly?   
 
There were good times and bad times, happy times and sad times at SEARCA.  I grew up and grew old at 
SEARCA, literally.  The leaders of SEARCA during my time, spanning six administrations, gave me the 
best opportunities for advancement, the best support to make me an effective manager and program head of 
one of the Center’s core programs:  the Graduate Education and Institutional Development Program, 
formerly, the Graduate Scholarship Program. In return, I offered my best, always aiming for performance 
par excellence. I could not forget when I joined the “SEARCA Credo Contest,” I simply wrote down with 
all sincerity what was in my heart, what I believed in. I was emotional when I learned I won. It has always 
been a source of my pride, knowing that the credo I crafted, is now beautifully mounted on brass plate on 
the wall of SEARCA, in full view of all those who come and visit the Center. Let me share the following 
SEARCA Credo with everybody in SEAMEO: 
 
I am a SEARCAn 
Committed to uphold the ideals and principles that bind the peoples of the SEAMEO region 
 I am a SEARCAn 
Strengthened in mind and body to work in pursuit of a mission 
To promote an enlightened and productive citizenry through excellence in education and research 
Guided by the ultimate goal of Unity, Brotherhood, Love, and Peace          
I am a SEARCAn 



In my thoughts, in my words, and in everything I say or do, 
I will forever be, a true SEARCAn. 
 
During all those times, I took good care not only of my family, but also of SEARCA’s children—all the 
graduate scholars and alumni. I laughed and cried with them during the “highs and lows” of their student 
lives at the university. I represented their mothers and helped solve their problems whenever I could while 
they are away from home. I help let them feel that SEARCA is their second home.  My contribution to help 
carry out the mandates of SEARCA, that of developing agricultural human resources in the region, might 
be small and the impact might just be a speck of the wide SEAMEO ocean. When I retired early in 
December 2013, I left with a heavy but happy heart, knowing that I have done my best for SEARCA and 
SEAMEO. I will continue my mission of building capacities, now as a professor of the Transnational PhD 
Program for Agriculture at the Nagoya University Satellite Campus-Cambodia, a program benefitting 
Cambodian nationals.  
 

 
PART III: ADDITIONAL PHOTOS (OPTIONAL)    
Attached Photo #1 

 
Sharing the happiness of five outstanding SEARCA scholars among the rest of the graduates in 2010. 

Attached Photo #2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Enjoying the beach with the scholars during the annual Summer Outing of SEARCA 


