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PART I: PARTICIPANT’S INFORMATION 
 
Title (Mr, Ms, Mrs, Dr, Prof)   Dr. 
Full name   Azaharaini Hj. Mohd. Jamil 
Current Position   Senior Lecturer 
Current Organization   Universiti Brunei Darussalam 
Address   No. 8, Spg.969-23, Kg. Tanah Jambu, Jalan Muara, BU1129 
Country   Brunei Darussalam 
Duration of your experience with 
SEAMEO (Approximately)   

From (January 1990) to (January 1994)   

SEAMEO Regional Centre (s) that 
you have/had affiliated with 

SEAMEO VOCTECH based in Brunei Darussalam 

Type of activities   Director 
 
PART II: ESSAY “My Memory of SEAMEO”  
 
 
“Would you like to take the challenge of becoming the first ‘Director’ of SEAMEO Regional Centre for 
Vocational and Technical Education?” 
  
It was in 1989 when my superior, the Permanent Secretary of Ministry of Education in Brunei, offered me 
that position. He had come all the way from the Capital to my institution unexpectedly. At that time, 
SEAMEO VOCTECH Regional Centre was just given approval by the SEAMEO Council to be established 
in Brunei Darussalam. I was then the principal of a technical college, which is located some 126 km away 
from the Capital, and I had been commuting every day for over a year. I did not know certainly what the 
job entailed.  Nevertheless, I immediately accepted the proposition, as it offered an opportunity to solve the 
problem of commuting.  
 
I did, at one stage in time, feel that I had made a wrong decision and regretted accepting the position. That 
feeling was at its peak during an event that took place just a few weeks after my official appointment. It 
was perhaps my second time in attending the SEAMEO Centre Directors meeting, which was held in the 
SEAMEO Secretariat Headquarters located in Bangkok. The meeting was conducted one after the other 
with the first Strategic Planning workshop of SEAMEO headed by a consultant from Centennial College, 
Canada. I realized that I was relatively young, with only a few years of working experience under my belt 
and the only credentials I had was a first-degree qualification in Combined Science. I felt it very limited in 
comparison to other Regional Centre directors, who were in their 40s and 50s, with much higher 
credentials, carrying the titles ‘Doctor’ and ‘Professor’. Naturally, I was nervous and kept silent during 
much of the workshop. 
 
 



It was during a lengthy and heated discussion on the Mission Statement of SEAMEO that a momentous 
suggestion was made. The mission was ‘to provide SEAMEO region with experts’ or expertise in various 
fields. I cannot remember exactly what the full mission statement was however, the discussion was 
regarding what level of experts or expertise SEAMEO should provide. I felt that the discussion on the issue 
was getting a little tedious and I felt brave enough to interrupt their discussion. 
  
“Excuse me… may I say something?”, I said.  
 
I was then permitted to speak by the chairperson of the meeting.  
 
“What if we replace the word ‘provide’ with ‘develop’? Will it make any difference?”, I continued.  
 
My line of thought was leading to the possibilities of, for example, a PhD holder in the area of Agriculture 
being trained in other areas such as management. If that were the case, then we did not have to worry about 
the level of experts/expertise to be provided by SEAMEO. Alas, the discussion went on without making 
any reference to my suggestion. I felt dejected throughout the workshop and at that moment, I remember 
truly regretting having accepted the job. 
 
Imagine my surprise when at the closing session of the workshop three days later, a Center Director, (I 
vaguely remembered it to be SEAMEO SPAFA) recommended that the suggestion from ‘Brunei’ should 
be considered a way of resolving the issue of  ‘level of experts’ discussed.  
 
After hearing this remark, my spirits lifted. In fact, this occasion was the main source of motivation in the 
pursuit of my academic achievements.  SEAMEO’s contribution to my personal growth has been 
tremendous. The wrong decision I thought I had made at that instance turned out not to be a bad decision 
after all. Thus, my time with SEAMEO will always be remembered. 
 

 
 
 
 


