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PART I: PARTICIPANT’S INFORMATION 
 
Title (Mr, Ms, Mrs, Dr, Prof)   Ms 
Full name   Rhea Christina Rabin 
Current Position   Research Project Consultant 
Current Organization   SEAMEO INNOTECH 
Address   Commonwealth Ave., Quezon City  
Country   Philippines 
Duration of your experience with 
SEAMEO (Approximately)   

From (month/year) to (month/year)  January 2010-April 2013 and 
November 2013-Present 

SEAMEO Regional Centre (s) that 
you have/had affiliated with 

SEAMEO INNOTECH 

Type of activities   drafting of concept paper/research instruments, collection of data, 
organizing workshops, writing of research papers,  

 
PART II: ESSAY “My Memory of SEAMEO”  
 

 
Beautifully Infected 

 
Struck by beauty fever! That is what my stint in a SEAMEO center has done to me. Indeed, it has been 
gratifying to be a part of an international organization that could boast of engaging not only renowned 
specialists in the field of education but also those whose hearts radiated with the passion to serve the 
learners in Southeast Asia.   
 
Enlightening were the researches on Education for All, rights-based education, K to12, early childhood 
education, mother tongue-based multilingual education, multigrade education, alternative delivery 
modes, and education for sustainable development.  Along the process of grasping the essence of these 
educational issues as a researcher, I witnessed beautiful minds at work.  During those data gathering 
events such as experts meeting, fora, and focus groups discussions, I met geniuses whose words were 
substantial enough to become quotable quotes. I also met those whose long list of accomplishments, i.e., 
published papers and completed projects, would make me wonder if they still have time to sleep at all. 

 
Admirable though those overachievers were, they did not give me as much dose of beauty as those 
whose desire to improve the plight of learners oozed out and translated into innovative solutions to 
improve the access to quality education. Notable was the beautifying experience of interviewing 
Magsaysay Awardees and a CNN Hero as well as the other pioneering altruists whose names and deeds 
deserved to be plastered across the world wide web.   
 
Making my SEAMEO experience more beautiful was the chance to be working with a team leader who 
has an endless stream of accomplishments and international speaking engagements. Aside from her 
established expertise and endearing personality, what struck me most about her was her ethos to serve 
the unreached and the underserved and her indefatigable spirit to champion their causes through 



education policy researchers.   
 
Enhancing my beauty regimen was the infectious beauty of my fellow partners who were taking the 
accountability—sans the employee-employer relationship—to bring to fruition the mission of the Center 
in their own little ways.  These partners did their tasks best with laughter, at times interjected with hair-
curling, nail-polishing, and food-sharing bonding. Beyond their cheery good looks were their dazzling 
hearts.  Proof of this was that a few of them helped me start a reading program in a children’s park.  
What was amazing was that even though a few of them earned a bit below the average family monthly 
income, they would always have something to contribute to the reading program.  In relation to this 
charming deed, one of them quoted, “we learned to give not because we have much but because we 
know how it feels to have nothing.”   
 
Overall, my SEAMEO experience has made beauty gushed in and out of me. Hopefully, nobody would 
mind that I am a sucker for beauty. After all, out of those beautifying moments while serving with 
SEAMEO, I have created something beautiful.   
 

 
PART III: ADDITIONAL PHOTOS (OPTIONAL)    
Attached Photo #1 

 
My Boss and I.  Dr. Ethel Agnes P. Valenzuela, SEAMEO INNOTECH’s Senior Specialist, (with 
me on screen) facilitates the Experts Meeting on Basic Education Curriculum in Select Southeast 

          Asian Countries in 2011.  (Photo by SEAMEO INNOTECH) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Attached Photo #2 

 
Reading Buddies in a Children’s Park.  SEAMEO INNOTECH partner May Ann Gaaray shares her 

       love with the kids in Ermita, Manila as a Reading Buddies volunteer and benefactor. 


